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ae READ ER, 


| I BEGAN the 8 letter with 
an intent to ſend it as an anſwer to a very polite 
one ſent by an unknown friend to me: it came 
without a name, but I was to direct it to him with 
the initials of his name to a certain number. 
When I had written about thirty folio pages of 
manuſcript, I felt an inclination riſing in my mind 
to publiſh it; and as the gentleman informs me 
that he ſometimes hears me, I thought it was ſure 
to fall into his hands? and as he ſeems to be an 
_ + earneſt inquirer after truth, I ſee no cauſe why + 
he ſhould be offended. at the publication of it, as 
I think it is an anſwer of truth, and ſeeing it-may 
be uſeful to other inquirers as well as to a if 
God's bleſſing ſnould attend it. x 
l with thee, Reader, to lay by all l 2 
to ſettle thy faith in no man's wiſdom, but in the 
power of God; and to do by this letter as God 
does with Zion—be lays judgment 1d the line, and 
| A 2 blue 25 
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righteouſneſs to the plummet, —and feweeps away all re. 
fuges of lies, and deluges all the hiding places of hy- 
pocrites. And if thou wilt come to the light, if thou 
deſireſt to be ſound in the faith, then criticiſe and 
ſcrutinize this little piece over and over again, 
and lay it to the word of God, and try it ſoundly 
by that ſtandard, and ſee whether this be Antino- 
mianiſm, or whether it be the everlaſting goſpel of 
Feſus Chriſt, and judge accordingly. And when 
thou haſt ſatisfied thyſelf on that head—then com- 
pare it with the tracts of thofe evangeliſts who 
make the killing letter the rule of life ; and when 
thou haſt compared theſe together, and tried both by 
the word of God, then let the name of Antinomian 
be ſaddled upon the right Ass. Give not up the 
good old way, though, according to prophecy, the 
way of truth be evil ſpoken of ; but ſet thine. heart to the 
high-way, and turn not to the right hand, nor to the 
Ve, but run the race ſet belige thee, booking to Then 
2. * author and finiſher of faitbs 
Z +And when thou heareſt-men in a bad veyin 
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to cut at others as Antinomians, without deſcribing 
What they are, and drepping the fubje& of the 
- goſpel, ſaying, but we muſt do juſtice to the 
Ia, for it is the believer's only rule of life;” 
then watch their countenance, and obſerve the 
Scripture proofs that they bring; and if their 
+ countenance falls, their tongue gets fertered, and na 

; +2" a but ks: confolions let it 
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- PFR2zFACE „„ 
convince thee chat they have not flood in Gol 
rouncil— therefore he has confounded them before thee; 
Wiſdom is juſtified of her children, and her children 
are to flir up themſelves againſt the hypocrite. 

The Scriptures tell thee that the man who hath 
not the doctrine of Chriſt hath not God; and that thoſe 
who bring not Chriſt's doctrine are not to be received: 
And by the doctrine and ſpirit of Chriſt the chil- 
dren of God and the children of the devil are made 
manifeſt. But. in our days matters are altered ; the 

pure goſpel is called Antinomianiſm : valour for truth, 
zeal for God, fervour in devotion, and earnefineſs 
in preaching, are called the effects of a bad ſpi- 
rit ?” But, twiſting like the ſerpent, warping like 
the willow, ſhaping a converſation and a ſermon 
to pleaſe all and offend none, except it be the ex- 
perimental Chriſtian ;—theſe are the effects or 
fruits of aw excellent fpirit,—this is the quiateſſence of 
catidour ; this 1s doing ide work of an euangeliſt, and 
making full proof of the miniſtry. Theſe: people will 
not be thy judges, Reader, in the great day; 
Chriſt is thy judge,—and- it is not what is call- 
ed candour, that will -acquit thee at his bar; it 
is the zvord and Spirit of truth that muſt make 7zhee 
free, if thou wilt be free indeed; the word that T have 
ſpoken, ſays Chriſt, the ſame ſhall judge them in the 
* great day. 
; -Be not olfended, Reader, at the title of -this 
little 8 Rule and a Riddle ; or, An Ever« 
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laſting Taſk for Blind Watchmen aud Old Womens 
It is taken from real facts. from a ſynod that 

was convened, conſiſting of ſome watchmen and 
| ſome old women; where counſel was taken againſt 
one that never took counſel againſt them. I call 
it an everlaſting taſk, becauſe I think the doc- 
trines cannot be overthrown. It is not directed 
to any body ; if every body be innocent, it can be 
applicable to none; no perſon has a right to make 
application unleſs he be concerned. The Rule 
and the Riddk both, with reſpe& to application, 
are to thoſe to whom they may belong, and for the 
uſe, information, or ſatisfaction of any that chuſe 
to try their ſkill. Reader, fare thee well, and 
forget not that it is by the teſtimony of God's 
word, of his Spirit, and of thy own conſcience, 
that thou muſt ftand or fall at the bar of God; 
therefore, love the truth and peace; while I reſt 
and remain (with the little Knowledge that God | 
has been pleaſed to give .me) thy ne in the 
* N and for the truth's ſake, | 
A. N 59 
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-RULE AND A RIDDLE, Kc. 


Dzat SIR 5 
I RECEIVED the packet which you 


directed to me, conſiſting of your very long epiſile, 2 
of a circular letter in print, and of a ſermon on the pro- = 
miſes of God. I read your epiſtle without offence, 
as I believe you meant well, which I gather from 
your polite addreſs, civil treatment, and cautious - 

way of exptefling yourſelf; ſuch a letter I have 
never received from any perſon who has thought 
proper to expoſe or oppoſe me, as a maintainer of 
licentious doctrines. Their letters have generally 
been filled with the ſcurrility of Billingſgate, and 
without any truth fairly ſtated—which has only 
PT OY N 
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ſerved to convince me that ſuch perſons are + with⸗ 


out Chriſt, and have no hope in the word. 
Was it in my power, I would addreſs you as a 


a Gentleman of ſenſe and à ſcholar, for both appear 


in your affectionate epiſtle ; but I have neither po- 
liteneſs nor learning, as it is now called, yet will 
give yoũ the beſt anſwer J am capable of, in the 
language of Scripture. 

If 1 know any thing of my own heart, I can 
truly afſert—that I wiſh all that fear God to know 
what he hath done for my foul; and, in declaring it, 


I defire to ſpeak as the oracles of God; and to live 
up to what I preach, as far as grace ſhall enable 


me while in this body of death; and I wiſh ſome 
of our zealous advocates for Moſes would do the 
, nine, by letting their light ſhine. before men, that 
'others mig! ſee as well as hear of their good works ; 
it is not the hearers nor the contenders for 
the law that are juſt before God5—but the doers ns of ne 
* ſhall be juſtified. 15 

That the ten commandments are 10 baliever's 
only rule of life, was inſiſted upon by the firſt per- 


ſon that I ever diſputed with on that ſubject; 


which he endeavoured to enforce and prove by 
Paul's quoting part of it in his Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans, which church he ſuppoſed to conſiſt of 
ſaints only by Paul's addreſſing them as the be- 
loved of God called to be ſaints. Not conſidering 


' that lilies and thorns, ſervants und ſons, Iſraelites an 
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Hpocrites, wiſe virgins and fooliſh ones, are to go 
and grow together as tares and wheat until harveſt. 
And on the account of this mixture it is that the 
killing letter and the promiſe of life muſt go together; 
the promiſes are to the heirs of promiſe ; and we 
know. that what things ſoever the law ſaith, it ſaith - 
| to. them who are under the Iaw, Rom. iii. 19. I 
aſked the Gentleman which of the command- 
ments he meant? And he replied, © Thoſe in 
the 2oth chapter of Exodus.” And if thoſe ten 
commandments are be belizver's only rule the 
other parts of Scripture one would think might 
be diſpenſed with by the believer; for, if that law 
be his only rule of life, what can he want more? 
Though, by the by, there is not the command to 
love God in that chapter. | 
„If the ten commandments in the letter. be 
the believer's only rule, Abel, zvho obtained wit 
neſs that he was righteous, God teſtifying f his gifts, 
had no rule to go by. Enoch talked with G 
three hundred years, Gen. v. 22. and was tranſlated 
that he ſhould not ſee death ; for before his tranſlation 
he had this teſtimony, that be pleaſed God, Heb. xi. 5. 
yet had no rule of life. Noah the.juftl, who took 
the zvarning of God, prepared an ark, condemned the 
world, and became heir of an everla/iing righteouſneſs, - 
was without rule. Abraham, the friend of God, and 
the father of the faithful, and heir of the wworld, muſt 
Walk at an uncertainty alſo. Melchiſedee, king of 
4 . righteouſneſs, 
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righteouſneſs, and king of peace, prieſt of the Mat 
High God—afier whoſe order Chriſt is a prieft for 
ever and ever, —had no RULE for his oRDER: 
Yea, all the anti-delwvian and poſt-deluwvian ſaints, 
down to the time of the children of Iſrael's com- 
paſſing the Mount Sinai, muſt. be left to walk 
and to worſhip at random; for, if the letter of the | 
Env, or the ten commandments delivered at Sinai, be © 
| the believer's only rule of life, it 1s clear they were 
Without that rule. Yet they were not without law 10 
God, for they feared him, loved him, and walked 
with him, —and they were under the Jaw of faith 10 
Chrift—for they ſaw [him] at a diſtance and embraced 
Bim, were united to him, and became one ſpirit with 
I have ſometimes wondered why theſe antient 
faints ſhould be ſet forth with the encomiums of 
being God's friends, walking with him, obtaining wit- 
eſs that they were righteous, obtaining promiſes, bb- 
mining good report, as ſtrangers and pilgrims upon 
_ _ earth, of tobom the world was not worthy, ſeeking an 
heavenly country, and a city that bath foundations, de- 
. Jpifing all worldly pleaſure, pelf, and honour, 
leaving their own houſe, home, and country, with- 
out any defire to return thither ; and why we ſhould. 
be commanded to go forth by the footfeps of this . 
ock, and be ſaid to be compaſſed alout with this cloud 
of witneſs, and be directed to follow thoſe 286 
{coi and patience- nap inherit an; . 
a 4 when 
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when we know that. if they were on earth, in this 
refined age, they would be ranked among the 
worſt of Antinomians. | 
It is ſtrange that the believes is not „ 
ed to look to Moſes the Iawgiver, and to the bond- 
woman that is under the Iaw, inſtead of looking 10 
Abraham our father, and to Sarah that bare us, whom 
God called alone, and bleſſed and increaſed, Iſaiah li. 2. 
Paul would have us zread in the ſteps of the faith of 
our father Abraham, wwhich he had being yet uncircum- 
ciſed, and declares that the promiſe that he ſhould be 
the heir of the world, was not to him, or o his ſeed, 
through the law, Rom. iv. 12, 13. and yet affirms, 
that as many as are of faith are bleſſed with faithful 
Abraham. And this promiſed bleſſing, and promiſed 
heirſhip, was given to Abraham, and to his ſeed—four 


Bundred and thirty years before the law, or before 


our only rule of life was given. 
Wat rule had thoſe glorious Pilorims to walk 
by, who obtained ſo good a report, or ſo good a (teſti- 
mony) from God? — Paul tells us, that Abel offered 
to God, and obtained witneſs that he deus righteous 
BY FAITH—then faith tas his rule of worſhip >= 
that Enoch walked with God By FAITH- then faith 
was his rule of walk: that Noah condemned the 
world by faith then faith was his rule of judgment. 
By faith Abraham, when he deas called, went out nut 
knowing whither he went—then faith was his rule, 
ol which he took Sis) Journeys though he Enew not 
Ne ; whther, 
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; whither, and his obedience was the obedience of 
faith. But if he had been favoured with our only 
rule of life, he might have known whither he was 
going, and not have gone in ignorance, and his 
obedience would have been the obedience of the 
law inſtead of faith. —But Paul will have it that 


all Abraham's children are in the ſame ſtrait that 


their father was—for they walk by faith, not by fight.— 
But if the letter of the law be the on rule that the 
believer is to walk and live by, then he walks by 
fg ht not by faith; he looks at the things that are ſeen, 
not at the things which are not ſeen.— It is by faith 
that Moſes ſaw him Tho is inviſible, and by faith . 
2ve muſt look at the thin gs that are not ſeen, WY are 
eternal. 

Paul ſays, that he char cometh to God muſt be 
Tieve that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that - 
diligently ſeek him; then faith muſt be the rule of 
coming. We have acceſs by faith into | this 
2oberein we fland, Rom. v. 2.—then faith is the a | 
of our approach to God. The ji man] ſhall Iive 
ey his faith, Hab. ii. 4.—then faith is the juſt man's 
rule of life. We walk by faith, not by fight, 2 Cor. v. 

7. then faith is our rule of walk. Thou flandeft by 
Faith, ſays Paul, Rom. xi. 20.—then faith is the 


rule of the believer's ſtanding. Whatever ye ſhall ” - 


aſk believing, ye ſhall receive, ſays Chriſt ;—then faith 

4s the rule of that branch of worſhip. By faith 
"Enoch had this teſtimony, that he pleaſed God; but 
1 ornre do 8 Leit hout 
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without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him, Heb, xi. 
5, 6.—then faith is a rule that God approves of, 
and is pleaſed with. Hhatſoever. is not of faith is 
in then faith is a perfect rule of holineſs. He that, 
believes is juſtified from all things, from which he could 
not by the law of Moſes—then faith is aur rule of 
righteouſneſs. It is by faith that we overcome the 
world. To lay hold on eternal life, is to fight the good. 
fight of faith, according to Paul; I have fought 
a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the. 
faith—then faith was the rule of his warfare, and the 
rule of his race; and it was the. grace of God that 
made Paul obedient to that rule. Ve have receip- 
ed grace and apoſileſhip for obedience to the faith, Rom, 
i. 5. that is, by Chriſt we have received grace to ſave 
our ſouls, and apaſtleſbip to be of uſe to the church, 
not as a reward of our obedience, but to furniſh 
us with power to make us obedient to tþe faith, among 
all nations for his name, Rom. 1. 5. - then faith is the 
rule of apoſtolic obedience; for it cannot be called 
receiving grace for obedience 10 the faith, if faith be 
not the gracious man's rulę of obedience, 8 5 
Paul counts all things but dung that he may win 
Chriſt, and be found in him; not having his own righ- 
 teouſneſs, which is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Chriſt ; and tells us to walk by the ſame 
rule, and mind the ſame thing, Phil. iii. If you take 
this rule of Paul's to be his preſſing forward, or 
any of his an. it is anſwered, by faith he 


BY: | N preſſed 
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preſſed forward, and by faith he attained; for elſe 
his preſſing and attaining had been nothing but fin ; 
for whatſoever is not of faith, dn to Paul's 
doctrine, is fir. 
By faith Chriſt dwells in our Arm, and by faith 
zve dwell in him; and in Chrift Jeſus neither circum- 
 cifion availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, out a new 
creature, which is Chriſt formed within us: and as 
' many as walk according to this RULE, peace be on 
them and mercy, and upon the Tfrael of God, Gal. vi. 
13, 16. Faith is the rule of life according to the 
revealed will of God in Chriſt Jeſus; and this is 
the w1iLL of him that ſent me, that every oue which 
| feeth the Son, and BELIEVETH on bim, may have 
e everlaſting life, and I will raiſe him up at the laſt 
day, John vi. 40. Thus faith. appears to be the 
Believer*s rule of life, according to the will of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus ; and the letter of the law is the 
bond-chilaren's rule of life—he that doth theſe things 
Hall live in them. Let him do according to this 
rule and he ſhall live. The law is not the rule of 
_ Believing but of doing; the law is not of faith butt 
of works, and the man that _ them . live in 
_ Gal. iii. 12, 
If to ſee the Son, and kei on Bin, We us 
to everlaſting life according to God's will, then 
ith muſt be the rule of that life; and one would 
- Think that, if he that liveth and believeth ſhall never 


die, 8888 * be a ſafe rule to live by. 
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I have ſometimes thought that, if the letter of 
the law in the 2oth chapter of Exodus be the be- 
liever's only rule of life, he would be ſorely put to 
his ſhifts when the devil ſets a troop of Arians, 
| Socinians or Sabellians at him; he would find 
theſe words I am the Lord thy God, which have 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, and out of the 
houſe of bondage ; thou ſhalt have no other gods Be. 
fore me. This rule would hardly ſet him right. 
It is by faith that we apprebend Cbriſt; it is by 
faith we lay hold of bim, as the hope ſet before us, 
Heb. vi. 18, It is &y Chrift that we believe in 
God, 1 Pet. i. 21. and we receive the promiſe of the. 
Spirit through faith, Gal. iii. 14. By this rule we 
come to a ſaving knowledge of the Trinity; for 
the eye of faith is a light by which we ſee ue 


is the fellowſhip of the myſtery, Eph. iii. 9. With 


out the ASSURANCE of underſtanding, there will d 
no true acknowledgment of the myſtery of Gad-ſthe 
Holy Ghoſt]; and of the Father and of Chriſt, Col. 
ji. 2. The ten commandments will never guide 

a man into this: myſtery, nor ſet kim * if he 
errs in it, 
In your n Sir, you tell me that, CC. 111 1 | 
do not enforce the law as the believer's rule of 
life, I muſt in ſome ſenſe make it void.” I think 
I have ſufficiently proved that Paul's rule of life and 
walk was faith; and he aſks, Do we then make void 
the law "_—_ faith? = Dea, wetabliſh 
| _ 


16 A ROLE AND A RIDDLE, &. 
tbe law, Rom. iii. 31. Paul inſiſts upon it that 
faith worte. h by love, and tells us that love worketh 
10 ill to his neighbour; therefore love is the ful- 
filling of the lam, Rom. xiii. 10. If this doctrine 
be the fulfilling of the law, it cannot make it void. | 

The ſermon that you was ſo kind as to ſend me 
is pregnant with a deal of ſcholaſtic unſcriptural 
logic, little better than nonſenſe, which may ſerve 
to diſplay the worldly wiſdom of the author, and 
| excite the admiration of unenlightened people, 
But any ſpiritual perſon will eaſily perceive that 
be knous little or nothing of the killing letter of the 
law, or of the ſpiritual power of the goſpel. 

The law, as the believer's rule of life, he en- 
-  deavours to enforce & from the fitneſs of things,” 

| which are phraſes that ſtand for any thing or no- 
thing, jſt as the author pleaſes. But he does not 
ſatisfy me concerning the things that it. God 
grant he may not go out of the world with this 
confuſion in his heart! if he does it is to be feared. 
that he will find the miniſtration of death—and his 
| carnal mind when they came to gripe one ano- 
ther in a dying hour, will not fit ſo eaſy as he 
imagines. Paul delighted in the law of God after 
the inward man, Rom. vii. 22. And, according to 
Paul, the law of God and the inward man are things 
that will fit; a new heart and a new ſpirit are things 
that join well; a ſenſe of God's love to us, and a f 
; * love to * brings about an union that fits 
: ſireetly, 
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ſweetly. Believe, ſays the Saviour, that I am in 
you and you in me: and when Chrift crucified and a 
broken heart come together, they are things that fit 
as exactly as the branch in the vine, or as the foun- 
dation with the ſuperſtructure.— And if the au- 
thor of this ſermon. dies a ſtranger to © the f 
of theſe things,” as he ſeems to be at preſent, it had 
been good for him if he bad never been born, Per- 
ſons who are ſtrangers to an union with Chriſt by 
the Spirit know nothing ſavingly of the ſpiritual 
fitneſs of things ; they may make a noiſe about the 
law juſt to blind folks, but they bring forth no 
more fruit to God's glory than a branch that is ö not 
in the vine, John xv. 4. \ T2 
A friend of mine once aſked a certain divine in 
London What he thought of the law as the 
believer's only rule of life? He replied * The 
believer muſt look with one eye to Chriſt, and 
with the other to the law.” But he brought no 
more proof from the word of God than this au- 
thor has, who attempts to prove it by the fitneſs 
of things. My friend replied Then every be- 
liever muſt {quint,” However, there is no call 
for ſquinting in this matter; Chriſt fays, Look 
unto me, and be ſaved, all ye ends of the earth; and 
adds, I will keep that man in perfecs peace whoſe 
mind is ſtayed on me: and Paul tells us to run the 
race ſet before us looking to Feſus, the author and 
Fniſber of our faith,-Heb. xii. 2. Looking with 
5046 B one 
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one eye to the law, and with the other to Chriſt, 
is erring from wiſdom's rule of direction; which 
is, Let thine eyes look right on, and let tbine eyelids 
look ſtraight before thee. Ponder the path of thy 
feet, and let all thy ways be eftabliſhed, Prov. iv. 
2.5, 26. 
The printed letter chat 3 you . me is a dieerd 
upon the ſame ſtring I perceive; but the author 
will never be able to prove from the Scriptures of 
truth, that the ten commandments in the letter are 
called the Believer's rule of life. He tells us that 
it is implied; this brings to my mind an old 
woman, who had been long contending for this letten 
rule; being aſked to give a reaſon of the hope that 
was in her: on ſuſpicion of her having none, re- 
plied; © You will find my experience in ſuch a 
verſe of Jeremiah's prophecy;“ hinting that it 
was implied there. Which ſerved to convince the 
inquirer that ſhe had no hope but what ſtood on 
the paper. I ſuppaſe all the experience of the 
devil is implied in four texts of Seripture; one 
ſays, he is curſed aboue all cattle ; another, that he 
zelieves and tremòles; another, that he is caſt down 
10 hell; and another, that he is reſerved in everlaſt- 
ing chains under darkneſs unto: the judgment of the 
great day, Jude vi. But the devil has another ex- 
perience beſide this, which will ſtick cloſe to him, 
and be like a thouſand hells within him, when 
every letter of Scripture text be burnt up: 
| * 
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when the killing letter has flain the reprobate, it 
has done it's office; the living Word that abides 
for ever, which is in the hand of the Spirit, and 
which dwells in the ſaints of God, will be ſettled in 
heaven, and abide for ever there. The profeſſor 
muſt have Chriſt in him the hope of glory, if 
ever he arrives ſafe to the happy enjoyment of 
God in heaven. People, who have no hope but 
in the written letter of Scripture, will find that 
the flood of wrath and the final conflagration will 
leave them without an anchor in that ſtorm; and 
I am perſuaded that the believer's rule of life muſt 
be found in his heart alſo, if ever he lives with 
God in heaven. If the believer's rule be implied 
in the ten commandments, according to this*gentle- - 
man's letter; I believe it would lie there long 
enough before he would find it out. To put on 
the Lord Jeſus and walk in him; to put off the old 
nan daily, and to put on the new man, which is 
created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs; to follow 
Chrift in the regeneration ; to mortify the deeds of the 
body by the Spirit; to deny ſelf, and take up the 
croſs daily; to ftand faſt in goſpel liberty, and not 
be entangled with the yoke of bondage; to re- 
nounce all confidence in the fleſh, and rejoice. in 
Chriſt Jeſus; to hate one's own life, or be un- 
worthy of the Saviour; to walk in the Spirit, in 
order to eſcape the fulfilling of the luſts of the 
fleſh; to know that the frrength of fin is the lau; 
„ and 
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and that it is the miniſtration of death and con- 
demnation ; are things that, if they are implied in 
the ten commandments, they would lay there, con- 
cealed from the believer, to all eternity, if the myſ- 
tery of faith had not revealed them, or the goſpel, 
that brings life and immortality to light, had not 
brought them to light alſo. When Moſes is read, 
the vail is upon their heart, 2 Cor. iii. 15. By the 
Jaw is the knowledge of ſin, but it brings not the 
path of life to light ; that is the new and living way, 
Heb. x. 20. and is revealed from another quar- 
ter; God, who commanded the light to ſhine out of 
darkneſs, hath ſhined into our hearts to give the light 


c the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of - 
fu Chriſt, 2 Cor. iv. 6. 


I cannot find it in my heart to criticiſe the rea- 
ſons that you aſſign, becauſe you have not ad- 
dreſſed me, as ſome have, with inſolence and lies; 
but you ſeem as deſirous of information, as you 
are to inform me, or ſet me right; therefore, with- 
out taking much of your letter to pieces, I will 
endeavour to make it appear, that the believer in 


his liberty is in no “ ſenſe of the word an oi] 


law,” nor yet without law); for he is in no wiſe ex- 
cluded from any benefit that ariſes from the law, 


and yet he is not ae the law but under grace, 
| Rom. vi. 14. 


Paul ſays To them that are without law n be- 


4 came) af without law, (being not WITHOUT LAW : 
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ro GoD but UNDER the Law to CHRIST), Rom. 
ix. 21. Hence it appears that the believer is not 
without law to God. And, as I have long made it 
my ſtudy to conſider the believer's laws, 1 will 
endeavour to bring them forth, and ſer them in 
as fair a light as I am capable of, and ſee whether 
they amount to what 1s called Antinomianiſm, or 
whether they amount to real divinity ; becauſe 
Paul fays, we do not make void the law through 
faith, 

Wiſdom affirms whoſo deſpiſeth the word ſhall be 
defirayed ; but he that feareth the commandment ſhall 
be rewarded; and then tells us that the Law of the 
WISE if a FOUNTAIN OF LIFE, to depart from the 
SNARES of DEATH, Prov. Xiii, 13, 14. Let it be 
_ obſerved that Wiſdom's wiſe man, who is always 
| oppoſed to the fool, is, in New Teſtament lan- 
guage, the believer, who is oppoſed to the infidel; 
and this law is emphatically called the /aw of the 
wiſe, which is the ſame as the houſehold of faith, be- 
ing their law in particular, as belonging to none 

elſe; and it is called a fountain of life. 
A fountain is ſupplied from its own ſpring, 
and yields its contents to ſupply the poor and needy. 
when they ſeek water and there is none elſewhere, 
and their tongue faileth for thirft, that they may 
drink and not famiſh, or die by famiſhing. So 
this law of the wiſe is a fountain of life, to depart 


from the ſnares of death. Can this law of the wiſe : 
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be the ten commandments, which are affirmed by 
ſome to be the believer's only rule of life? I trow 
not. Paul tells us the letter killeth, 2 Cor. iii. 6. 
that it is the law of death, Rom. viii. 2, that the 
law worketh wrath, Rom. iv. 1 5. and is the mini- 
tration of death and condemnation, 2 Cor. iii. 7. 9. 
Nor does our faith in Chriſt alter the nature of 
the law, or make it to us what it was not before. 
It is the yoke of bondage, and gendereth to bondage ſtill; 
hence we are exhorted to „and faſt in our liberty, 
and not be entangled again with that yoke of bondage, 
Gal. v. 1. it till retains its binding nature, even 
to the believer, and will entangle him again if he 
looks to it for help. This rule of life (as ſome term 
it) is ſtill a killing letter; hence God declares, that 
wwe are delivered from the law, that being dead, 
RR we were held, that we ſhould ſerve ( him] 
in newneſs of ſpirit, and not in the oldneſs of the latter, 
Rom. vii. 6. If the law be a killing letter, and the 
law of death, it cannot be a fountain of life; by 
which the wife man departs from the ſnares of death. 
We know that n is a tranſgreffion of the law, and 
that where there is uo law: there is no tranſgreſſion ; 
and that death 1s the ſentence of the law; if ſo the 
commandments are the ſnares that hold the finner in 
the arms of death. The firſt ſnare that entangles a 
thief is the law; and if he is left to the mercy of 
that, it will ſerve him as the ſpider does the fly in 
the web, never let him go till it has killed him; 
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it is a killing letter, and fo all will find it that weave * 
the ſpider's web; no web can be woven that will 
cover the ſoul on that loom; tlie commandment is 
exceeding brogd. Nor can we ſuppoſe that our 
calling the miniſtration of condemnation the rule gf 
life will alter this matter, or turn a killing letter into 
a living fountain ; for that law gives no life, there- 
fore it can be no part of this law of the wiſe. 
Had there been a law given that could have given life, 
verily righteouſneſs ſhould have come by the law, Gal. 
iii. 21. This law of the wiſe, that is, a fountain of 
life, to depart from the ſnares of death, is what 
Paul calls the miniftration of the Spirit oppoſed: to 
miniſtration of death, 2 Cor. ii. 11. Soloman's 
Fountain of life is Paul's miniftration of the Spirit; and 
Solomon's Hemer of death is Paul's law of death. 

The wiſe man's law. & life is the ſame as the living 
waterthat the Saviour gives, that is in the believer as a 
well of water Jpri in up into TOY: life, Joke 
. Mo... 

Bleſſed be God * ever, it is a 1 of life 

a indeed, by which the poor believing finner departs 
from. the ſnares of death, and that for evermore; or, 
to ſpeak. in the apoſtle's language, The La. . of 
| the SPIRIT of LIFE in CHRIST JESUS hath: made 
me FREE from the Law of SIN and DEATH, Rom. 
viii. 2. that is, the law of the Spirit of life in 
Chriſt has made me free from the law of ſin that 
works in my members, and from the lam of Moſes, 
Which! is the miniſtration of death, We may call 

B + | this 
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this law of the wiſe the believer's only rule of Ii fe, 
without talking nonſenſe. 

But perhaps my unknown friend may aſk why | 
this diſpenſation of the Spirit is called a law? To 
which I anſwer ; firſt, becauſe of its binding power, 
the cords of everlaſting love, the bond of peace, and 
the girdle of truth, will hold the ſoul faſter than all 

the lifeleſs commandments in the world, whether 
they be from heaven or of men. 2dfy, It is called 
a lato, becauſe of its conſtraining power —the love of 
Chrift conftrains us, ſays Paul; it is a powerful 
conſtraint from evil, and mightily influences the 
mind to that which is good. 3dly, Becauſe of 
the obedience it produces; the Bleſſed Giver of 
this law circumciſes our hearts, that we may love the 
Lord cur God with all our heart and with all our 
ſoul, that we may live, Deut. xxx. 6. It produces 
the fruits of the ſpirit, which is evangelical obe- 
dience; we are taught of 'God to love one another by 
the love of God ſbed abroad in our hearts, which is 
attended with filial fear that keeps us from d. parting 
from God, Jer. xxxii. 40. God direcis our work in 
truth by it, Iſaiah Ixi. 8. and works all our works 
in us, Iſaiah xxvi. 12. he works in us an inclining 
and moving power, both to ill and to do, and that 
of his own good pleaſure, Phil, ii. 13, Well may 
this be called the law of the Spirit, when it proy 


Auces ſuch ſpiritual obedience ; well may the defire 


of the rig hteous v it cometh be called a Tree Ui 
e, 
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Life Prov. xiii. 12. ſecing it produces love, joy, 
peace, meekneſs, temperance, &c. This law of the 
Wiſe is called a fountain, becaufe it plays all its pro- 
ductions highenough to reach the fpring fromwhence 
it is ſupplied ; evangelical obedience ſpringing from 
the Spirit of life and love, directed to the glory of 
God as the believer's chief end, makes the aſſem- 
bly of the ſaints like a garden encloſed, a ſpring ſlut 
up, or a fountain ſealed, Song iv. 12. This law of 
the Spirit of life produces more real obedience to 
God in one hour than ever hath been produced 
by all the living rules that have been drawn by hu- 
man wiſdom from killing ſnares, This law of the 
wile is Chrift's yoke that is eaſy, and it is his burden 

that is light, Matt. xi. 29, 30. thoſe ſouls that are 

under this are the circumciſion that worſhip God in 

the Spirit, rejoice in Chriſt Feſus, and have no confi- 
dence in the fleſh, Phil. iii. 3. God writes this law on 
our hearts, and in our minds does he put it, Jer. xxxi. 
33. This is the law that goes forth of Zion (not 
from Sinai), and is the word of the Lord that went 
from Feruſalem, Micah iv. 2. and thoſe that re- 
ceive it are the people that keep the commandments of 
God and the faith of Feſus, Rev. xiv. 12. By this 
law are the ſervants of God warned, and in keeping 
this there is great reward, for charity abideth for 
ever, Pſalm xix. 11. This is the holy command- 
ment delivered unto us, from which legions have 
fontinually - departed, 2 Peter ij. 21, becauſe it 
Was 
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was only delivered to them in the letter of it, not 

put into them as a fauntain of a life. Hence they 

begin in the Siri, or with the diſpenſation of the 
goſpel, and end in the figſh, or under the * 
letter. 

The law of the wiſe may be called a fountain 
of life, becauſe it quickens the dead ſoul, and raiſes 
it to a lively hope; it produces that life which the 

| law promiſed but could not give hecauſe we could 

] give it no obedience; but this law enables a ſoul 
co live unto Gad, to live by the faith of the Son of 
= God; it produces a lively motion toward God; it is 
attended with life and peace, and enables us to love 

i God that we may live eternally with him, 

Thus, Sir, the believer is not without law to 
God, for God has written his law in his heart, 
and he is under this law to Chriſt as his eternal 
head, king, and ruler. And I think this is {peaking 

as the oracles of God, and preaching of it is doing 
the work of an evangeliſt, and making full proof of 
the miniſtry, much better than telling poor blind 
fouls “ to look with one eye to Chriſt, who is 
our life, and with the other to the law, which is 
death; and it is better than bringing rules of life 
from a law which is the ftrength of fin, 1 Cor. xv. 
5, 6. or telling people that the rule of life is im- 
plied in the killing letter ; or that it appears from 
the fitneſs of things; when we know that a living © 
* .. God in the olduęſs of the latter are 
_ 
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things that can fit no better than darkneſs and 
light ; the eye of faith and a blinding vail; per- 
fect liberty and a yoke of bondage; real love and a 
gendering to fear ; a diſplay of mercy and a revela- 
tion of wrath; one working friendſhip and the 
other the motions of ſin and - vengeance. Are 
theſe the things that will fit ; or what is the fitneſs 
that riſes from them? I ſhould like to hear that aus 
thor again of this matter, Acts xvii. 32. 

In order to convince my friend farther that we 
do not make void the law through faith, or repre= 
ſent the believer without law to God, I will fetch 
in another law, which is nat another, but a branch 
of this that has been conſidered; and it is a branch 
that debaſes the proud boaſter, cuts up the ſelf 

righteous, expoſes the fool, lays the legaliſt in the 
duſt, expoſes the blind guide, furniſhes the ſpirt> | 
tual ſoldier of Chriſt with weapons againſt him, 
and ſecures the whole glory of ſalvation to God, 
to whom it belongs, and to as it muſt be 
given without reſerve. 18 

By the deeds of the law ſhall no | fleſh be e zul. 
© tified, for by it is the knowledge of fin; but 
<* the righteouſneſs. of God without, the law is 
© manifeſted, being witneſſed by the law and the 
8 prophets, even the righteouſneſs of God which 
js by faith of Jeſus Chriſt; for all have ſinned 
* and come ſhort of the glory of God; being 


Fe 4 55 freely by his grace, through the re- 
e demption 
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& demption that is in Chriſt Jeſus ; whom God 
c hath ſet forth to be a propitiation through faith 
\ in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the 
< remiſſion of fins that are paſt, through the for- 
et hearance of God; to declare at this time his 
* righteouſneſs, that he might be Juſt, and the 
4 juſtifier of him which believeth in Jeſus.”— 
Where is boaſting then? It is excluded. By what 
uu; of works * Nay, but by the Law of rAITR, 
Rom. iti. 26, 27. But what doth Paul mean by 
the law of faith? Does he mean the goſpel, which 
is ſometimes called faith, as Paul, who perſecuted 
the ſaints in times paſt, is ſaid now to preach the 
faith? No; for the goſpel is the revelation and 
explanation of the covenant of promiſe; and all the 
"bleffmgs of it are the free gifts of God ;—Chriſt the 
covenant head,—the Spirit of promiſe, everlaſt- 
ing righteouſneſs, everlaſting ſalvation, life, and 
glory, are all the gifts of God, held forth in un- 
conditional promiſes, which are all yea aud amen, 
to the glory of God, and our everlaſting ſalvation. 

As all theſe things come freely from God, from 
the better covenant, a covenant of promiſe, made 
with Chriſt, and with his ſeed in him, and are pure- 
ly free in their fountain, in their adminiſtration, 
and beſtowed to a God diſhonouring and hell-de- 
ſerving people, irreſpective of any work, worth, or 
worthineſs in them, there can be nothing like a 
law in it ;—that is, there is nothing that binds 
"ay 
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with rigour to obedience, or that threatens damna- 
tion for non- performance; there is nothing in it 
that ſets a man to work for life, reckoning the reward 
to be of debt; for God gives grace to make us 
_ obedient to the faith, and by grace he preſerveth 
and rewardeth the faithful. The Lord gives both 
grace and glory, and will diſplay the riches of lis 
grace in glory by Chrift Jeſus : yea, even the king- 
dom itſelf is given of God in his good pleaſure. 
Therefore I preſume that the word of faith dwell- 
ing richly in us, the ſpirit of faith working power⸗ 
fully, and the grace of faith working by love, 
_ purifying the heart, holding an imputed righte- 
ouſneſs, and giving Chriſt a refidence within us, 
is Paul's law of faith. For it is not hearing the 
goſpel, nor imbibing a ſpeculative knowledge of 
it, that will exclude boaſting, but the ord, Spirit, 
and grace of faith, when powerfully applied to the 
heart, will ſtop the ſinner's mouth, and for ever 
filence him upon that head. If you aſk why Paul 
calls this the law of faith? I anſwer, becauſe 
faith works by love, which is the fuifilling of the 
law, which is the end of the commandment, and 
lays kold of Chrift, who is the end of the lau; 
and puts on an everlaſting righteouſneſs adequate to 
the law; becauſe it is Chriſt's obedience thereto, 
and becauſe he that believes hath everlaſting life, 
which was the greateſt thing that the law ever 


promiſed, —and which that law could never give; 
e and 
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and becauſe the believer has the Spirit of holineſs, == 
as the law is holy ;—by faith he is a %, man, as 
the law is juſt; a good man, as the law is good; 
a ſpiritual man, as the law is ſpiritual ; and thus 
the riglitecuſneſs of the law is fulfilled in us, who walk 
nat after the fleſh, but after the Purit, Rom. viii. 4. 
I will ſhew my friend that 1 have yet to ſpeak on 

the ſaintsꝰ behalf, on the I of their being not 

without law to God. 

%s Paul divides the believer fo. the infide, and 
divides the laws between them alſo, applying the 
lau ef faith to the believer, and the law of works 
to the infidel, declaring that whatſoever things the 
law ſaith, it ſaith to them that are under the lau, 
Rom. iii. 19. and thoſe that are nder the law are 
under ſin, Gal. iii. 22. and under the curſe, Gal. iii. 

10. ſo James divides the hearer from the deer. He 
tells us that God of his own will begat us with the 
word of truth, that we ſhould be a kind of firſt- 
fruits of his creatures; and then tells us to be 
Aoers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving 
ourſelves. By doing he means the works or fruits 
of faith—Shew me, ſaith he, thy faith without. thy 
. works, and I will ſhew thee my faith by my works; 
und then adds—for if a man be a liearer of the word 
and not a doer , he 15 like unto a man beholding | his N- 
tural face in a glaſs, for he \beholdeth himſelf and . 
goerh his way, and ſtraightway forgetteth what man- 
mer of man he was. Here James compares the 

2 babe 1 
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goſpel preached to a glaſs, the light of which refle&- 
ing upon the ſinner's conſcience makes manifeſt 


the ſtate of his ſoul ; as Paul ſpeaks - but we with 
open face beholding as in a glaſs, 2 Cor. iii. 18. fo 
here the ſinner hates the light, and goeth his way; 
he will come no more to it ;—this glaſs has ſhewed, 
and the light of it has reproved his deeds, therefore 
he hates it, and geeth his way into the world again, 
and ſo hardens his heart and ſears his conſcience, 
until all is forgot, and then he ſinks into a dayper 
ſecurity z or, as the text ſaith, ke traightway for. 
 getteth what manner of man he was: but whoſo looketh 
into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth in it, he 
being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this 
man ſhall be bleſſed in his deed, James i. 25. Here 
is a law of perfect liberty, or a perſet law of liberty, to 
be looked i into, and to be continued i in, if a man will be 
bleſſed in his deed. 

If my friend aſks what mit law of liberty 3 is, 


I will endeavour to ſhew him. It is taken from 


the law of releaſe, when the jubilee trumpet was to 
be ſounded, and liberty to be proclaimed accord- 
ing to the tenor of that law. If tion buy an He- 
brew ſervant, fix years ſhall he ſerve, and in the ſeventh 
he ſhall go out free for nothing: If he came in by him- 
felf he ſhall go out by himſelf; if he were married, then 
his wife ſhall go out with him, Exod: XXi. 23, 
Every poor ele& ſinner is like this Hebrew ſer- 
vant, he has fold himſelf for nought, Iſaiah lit. 3. and 

2 1 | 1s 


= A RULE AND A RIDDLE, Ke. 
is the ſervant of fin, and under the dominion of os 
kw—two hard maſters indeed, who ſhew no fa- 
your ; be that is under the dominion of fin is alſo 
ander the law of death; he that is delivered from 
the power of ſin, is delivered from the law alſo, as the 
apoſtle intimates, fi ſhall not have dominion over you ; 
but why ? becauſe you are not under the law, which 
is the ſtrength of fin, 1 Cor. xv. 56. but under grace, 
which reigns through righteouſueſs unto eternal l fe. In 
this ſtate of ſervitude the ſinner lies till zhe great 
trumpet be blown, Iſaiah xxvii. 13. and the joyful 
ſound reaches his ears, Pfalm Ixxxix. 15. by which 
_ Chrift preaches deliverance to captives, and ſet at liberty | 
thoſe that are bruiſed with this Joke of hard ts 
Luke iv. 18. 6 
When the Hebrew fſervant's liberty a Was 1 c 
ed, he was delivered from his maſter, from the 
command of his maſter, from the threatenin of 
his maſter, and from the ſervice of his maſter— 
he was a free man—he ſhall, ſays God, go out free ? 
and yet this man, that went out at the year of j ju- 
bilee, is, ſays God, my ſervan!, Lev. xxv. 42. So 
the believing ſinner is delivered from the law, that 
being dead, Rom. vii. 6. from the command of. the 
law, Acts xv. 24. for the letter killeth, 2 Cor. iii. 6. 
from the curſe of the law, Gal. iii. 13,—and from 
the ſervice of the law, for he ſhall ſerve in the new- 
| eſs of the Spirit, and not in the oldueſs of the letter, 
Rom. vü. 6. He is a free man: if the Son there-. 


or 
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2 ſhall make you free, ye ſhall be free indeed, John viii. 

36. and yet he that is this free man is Chriſt's ſer= 
want; 1 Cor. vii. 22. for though he is not unDER 
the law, yet he is not wiTHoUT Jaw to God, but 
under this law of liberty to Chriſt, who has made him 
free indeed, and he that looketh into this law of liberty, 
and continues in it, ſhall be Zleſſed in his deed. 

No doubt but many of the mercenary Hebrew . 
maſters were grieved at this law of liberty ; they 
were gauled and chafed in their mihds to ſee their 
flaves go out free; Henee we read that Zedekiah 

made a covenant with all the people at Feruſalem, to pro- 
claim liberty to their ſervants unjuſtly detained : That 
every man ſhould let his man ſervant or maid ſervant, 
being an Hebrew or Hebreweſs, go free: thut they 
 foould not ſerve themſelves of them. When the princes 
and people heard of this covenant of the kings, they 
obeyed it, and let their ſervants go free; but afterwards 
they turned, and cauſed the ſervants and the handmaids, 
whom they had let go free, to return, and brought en 
into ſuljjection as ſervants and handmaids again. 
I made a covenant with your fathers, ſays God, that 
when the ſervant had ſerved fix years ye ſhall let him go 
free, and you had now turned and done right in my fight, 
in proclaiming liberty; and ye had made a covenant be- 
fore me, in the houſe which is called by my name, but ye 
returned and polluted my name, by cauſing every man 
and maid. ſervant whom he had ſet at liberty at their 
Pleaſure 10 return, and brought them into $SUBJECTION. 
CE Therefore, © 


1 A RULE AND A RIDER, &. 


Therefore, thus ſaith the Lord, Ye have not hearkene# 
unto Me in proclaiming liberty; Behold, I proclaim a 
liberty for you, ſaith the Lord, to the fword, to the 
peſtilence, and to the famine, and I will make you to be 
removed into all the kingdoms of the earth, and 1 will 
give you into the hands of your enemies, and into the 
| bands of them that feek your life, and your dead bodies 
Jhall be meat for the fowl; of heaven ; read n 
chap. xxxiv. 

He that kageth into captivity muſt go into ani; 
| ſays John, Rev. xii. 10. and ſo it was here, the 
maſters hated the Lord's releaſe—they refuſed to 
break the yoke, therefore God put their necks under 
the yoke of the king of Babylon, Jer. xxvii. 8. and 
left them in his ſervice threefcore and ten years, 


and then proclaimed a jubilte to them, which they. 


were as glad to hear of as their poor ſervants had 
been before; as it is written, when the Lord turned 
the captivity of Zion wwe were like them that dream: 
but the deliverance that God proclaimed to them 
was more than à dream, though that was little bet- 
ter that they had formerly preclaimed to their ſer- 
vants: God's releaſe of them was real, which filled 
their mouth with laughter, and their tongues with 
ſinging, inſomuch, that the heathens ſaid the Lord 
hath done great things for them, Pſalm cxxvi. 1, 2. 
. Theſe mercenary maſters are lively figures of many 
of our preachers—and itis with alluſion to them 


| . Et the tate penmen often ſpeak of falſe apoſtles 
and 
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and deceitful workers, who under the vail of the law, 
and the influence of the devil transformed,” call the 
everlaſting goſpel Antinomianiſm, the preachers of it 
Antinomians, the powerful operations of the Spirit 
of it entbyfiaſm, and the liberty of it Iicentionſneſs ; 
as if the Word, Spirit, grace, and miniſters of the 
Lord, were the only inſtruments of Satan; and 
graceleſs men, the only infallible preachers of ho- 
lineſs, who under a falſe ſhew of it tempt God 
bring forth the old yoke—lead the ſaints into bond- 
age, pervert their way, and ſet their hearts to 
fretting againſt the Lord, Prev. xix. 3. Of this 
number are ſorme—T ally ſay legions, for they are 
many—that go from our univerſities and acudemies; 
who have no other qualifications for the miniſtry, 
authority in it, credentials for it, right to live by it, 
pr to claim the Honour of it, than that which is of 
men; they are miniſters of men and by men. And | 
among all the myſteries that puzzle the wiſe this\ 
is none of the leaſt, that men of worldly au ſdom, 5 
which God calls fooliſhneſs, 1 Cor. iii. 19. and wiſe 
and prudent men, from whom he has hid the myſteries of 
his kingdom, Matt. xi. 25. ſhould be able with the 
help of that wiſdom that is earthly; ſenſual, and 
deviliſh, James ili. 15. to turn carnal men into mi- 
niſters of the Spirit, ſpiritual lords, divines, and doc- 
tors of divinity ; but ſo it is, if we may credit alt 
that we hear—but how it is done muſt remain a 
Sy until he that has promiſed to reveal the 


84 myſtery 
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myſtery of iniquity reveal this alſo as a main branck 
of it. And who ſet theſe men to heap to themſelves 
teachers is alſo as great a myſtery. I know Paul bids 
Timothy commit his doftrine to faithful men, that 
they might be able to teach others ; but to turn infidels 
into faithful men and divines is another thing, 
Paul ſpeaks of ſome in his days that acted as the 
Hebrew maſters did by their ſervants, who pro- 
claimed liberty to them, and fubecied them to fervi- 
tude again ; and calls them fal/e brethren, unawares 
brought in, who came in privily to ſpy out our liberty 
| which we have in Feſus Chriſt, that they might bring 
As into bondage, to whom ve gave place by sR C- 
TION 70 not for an hour ; that the truth of the goſpel, 
(or the freedom that Chriſt has promiſed to them 
that receive the truth, John viii. 32.) might not con- 
tinue with you, Gal. ii. 4, 5. And what was the 
bondage that theſe ſpies, who came privily, brought 
in unexpectedly, wanted to bring them into? why 
they wanted to ſubject them to the COMMAND OF 
THE LAW, Which genders to bondage, by telling 
them that they were. under the law as a rule of life. 
There roſe up certain of the ſect of the Phariſees which 
believed, ſaying that it was NEEDFUL 0 circumciſe 
the beheving Gentiles, and to COMMAND them t0 
" KEEP THE LAW of Moſes, Acts xv. 3. Here is 
the command to the believers—they were to keep 
the law of Moſes; to which Peter anſwers, God 
Who knoweth the hearts bear them Witneſs, giving than 
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the Holy Ghoſt, even as he did to us, and put no dif- 
ference between us and them, PURIFYING their 
"HEARTS by FAITH. Now therefore why TEMPT 
ye God to put a YOKE upon the neck of the diſciples, 
which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear ? 
Acts xxv. 8, 9, 10. The liberty which Peter here 
alludes to is the liberty of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
God had given them, which Paul calls the law of 
the Spirit of life, which made him free from the law 
of fin and death—for where the Spirit of the Lord is 
there is liberty, 2 Cor. iii. 17. for, as David ſays, 
the Spirit of God is a free Spirit, Pſalm li. 12. 
The rule that Peter gives them is faith, which pu- 
rifies the heart. The unbearable yoke that they 
were going to tempt. God with, by galling the 
neck of the diſciples, was, fit, the: needfulneſs of 
Hrcumcifion ; 2dly, a command to feep the Jaw of Mo- 
ſes; and it is called ſempting God, becauſe it was a 
reflection caſt upon his work who had purified 
their Hearts by faith, and ſent his Spirit to govern 
and lead them into all truth as if the Holy Ghoft 
was not ſufficient to make them obedient, nor 
God's purifying their hearts a ſufficient purifica- 
tion, nor faith a ſufficient rule. without yoking 

them with the filling letter as the only ruls of life. 
And as it was then fo it is now every man that 
refuſes to tempt God, and that will not bring forth 
this yoke, and that does not affirm that the Killing 
beter is the living man's only rule of life, is an Antino- 
| | CY : mian, 
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mian, a licentious perſon, a man in errors, one that 


mates void the law, and is cried down by every 


blind watchman, though they cannot bring one 
text to prove that the believer is under the law as | 
a rule of life; nor one text that calls Moſes' law the 
believer's rule of life; nor one text from God's 
book to overthrow this dofirine, this everlaſting goſpel : 
Paul ſays, they know not whe they fay, nor 
whereof they affirm. = 
If it be urged the command, hou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, is ſtill a yoke upon 
the believer's neck: it is anſwered, the bekever is 
not under the law, but under grace—not an heir of 7 


wrath, nor of the commandments, but an heir of pro- 
miſe : and he is to take the commandment to the 


promiſe, which belongs to the better covenant ; and 


he will find that God has promiſed to circumciſe | 


His heart, and that he ſhall love the Lord that be may 


Loe. Paul makes a difference between the com- 
mandment and Chri „I have loved them with an 


everlaſting love, and with loving kindneſs have I drawn, 


is in a promiſe, and is better than a command: they 


SHALL love me is ſafer and better than po love 


op ; it comes from the better covenant, eſtabliſhed 


upon better promiſes than conditional ones, an ts 1 1 


45 10 all the choſen ſeed. 


I have conſidered Solomon's concluſion 7 the wil 


matter, fear God and keep his commanaments, for this 


vs the wohole duty of man, Eccl. ii. 14. and have de- 
| liberately 
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Uberately conſidered all that you have drawn from 
the text; and I have likewiſe conſidered Paul's 
comment on Solomon's words, which differs much 
from yours Noro the end of the commandment is cha- 
rity, out of a pure heart and of a good conſcience, and of 
faith unfeigned ; from which ſome having ſeverved have 
turned afide unto vain jangling, defiring to be teachers of 
the law, underſtanding neither what they ſay, nor where» 
of they affirm, 1 Tim. 1. 5, 6, 5. What Solomon 
calls the conclufion of the whole matter Paul calls 
the end of the commandment ; which James calls the 
perfect law of liberty; which Peter calls the gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt and of purifying faith; which is the 
Saviour's eaſy yoke and ſpringing well; which is 
Paul's Ie of the Spirit of life; Solomon's law of the - 
iſe ; the prophets” law that went forth out of Zion; 
the apoſtles law of faith; Peter's holy commandment 
delivered unto us; and that end of the command- 
ment, which is charity, out of an heart purified by 
faith, attended with a good conſcience, which all 
turn from who end in the fleſh, and give themſelves 
up to vain jangling, or to tolling about Fg which 
they underſtand not. | 
If my friend objects, and EN the com- 
mijus of Chriſt concerning hearing the word, 
attending the Lord's ſupper, &c. &c. it is an- 
ſwered, the Spirit ſhall lead them into all truth; and 
if the Spirit lead them not it is ſerving in the olqneſs. 
of the letter, contrary to the apoſtle's doctrine 
which he received not of men, nor was he taught it, 
R 8 „ but 
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but by the revelation of Feſus Chriſt, Gal. i. 11, 12, 


And if purifying faith be not the rule of the be; 
liever's actions or obedience to the commands of 


Chriſt, and if he be not fully perſuaded by the Shi: 


Tit of faith in his own mind, his works are fin ; hat- 


foever is not of faith is fin, Rom. xiv. 23. to the un- 
benieving there is nothing pure, their mind and conſcience 


is defiled, Titus i. 15.—nor does their obedience . 


ſpring from that charity which 1s the end of the 

commandment, out of a pure heart, of @ good con- 
ſcience, and of faith unfeigned—but is a fwerving from 
it. This is goſpel that can never be qverthrown ; 


goſpel which God ever has and ever will ſet his 


ſeal to; goſpel which no hypocrite. ever kpew in 
the power thereof; goſpel that ſhall never paſs 
away, even when heaven and earth are both re- 


moved. 
It will 15 expected 10 my hogs, friend 


| will ſend me, in his anſwer to this, from the word 
of God, an account of the bad effects, licen- 


tious practices, and libertiniſm, that this doctrine 
has produced in the ſaints of God; and likewiſe an 
account from Scripture of the ſuperior holineſs, 


fruitfulneſs, or uſefulneſs, that has demonſtrated 


itſelf in thoſe who have zempred God, by putting the 
commanding yoke of the law upon the diſciples' necks; 


or, as Paul ſays, feverved from this end of the com- 


mandment, which is charity out of a pure heart, to 


[the * and practice of vain Jungling, or defiring 


4a, 


— 
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10 be teachers of the law, knowing neither what they 
fay nor whereof they affirm. | 

It is-not to be wondered at that men 5 or de- 
ſire to be teachers of the law; the letter is more 
ſuperficial, it lays nearer home, and is within the 
compaſs of nature. But as for this myſtery, to an 
unenlightened, unquickened, uninſpired, unre- 
newed miniſter of the letter, it is too profound a 
depth; the natural man receives it not, nor can be 
know it, becauſe it is ſpiritually diſcerned, and by 
the ſaints powerfully felt, but it will ever remain a 
parable in the mouth of foals, Prov. xxvi. 7. Theſe 


are the great things of God's law, and they are accounted 


- a ftrange thing, Hof. viii. 12. It contains all the 


weighty matters of the law judgment, mercy, faiths 


and the love of God, and teaches a man to do the 
leſer matters in faith, and under the conſtraining 
power of the Spirit of love and of a {ound mind 
ſound in the faith, and inſpired with love, which will 


make a man obedient unto death—love is Arong as. 
death; and ſo thoſe ſaints found it who loved not their © 


lives unto the death, Rev. xii. 11. I come now to another 
branch of this perfect law of liberty—which is to be 
continued in, if a man will be bleſſed in his deed. 
Know you not, brethren, (for 1 ſpeak to them 
** that know the law), how that the law hath domi- 
nion over a man as long as he biveth? For the 
woman which hath an huſband is bound by the 


fc. 0 to her huſband ſo long 4s he liveth; but if the 
4 cc huſband 5 
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„ buſtand be dead ſhe is looſed from the Iaw of hey 
& huſband. So then, if while her huſband liveth ſhe 
ebe married to another man, ſhe ſhall be called 
% an adultereſs ; but if her . huſband be dead ſhe is 
free from that lam; ſo that ſhe is no adultereſs 
© though ſhe be married to another man. Where- 
te fore, my brethren, ye alſo are become dead to the 
* law by the body of Chriſt, that ye ſhould be married 
to another, even to him who is raiſed from the dead, 
& that wwe ſhould bring forth fruit unto God, Rom. vii. 
1, 2, 3, 4. If Paul has any meaning 1 think it 
amounts to this hat the law has the ſame dominion 
b over the finner, that expects life or help from it by his 
un obedience to the rules of it, as the huſband 
has over his wife by the law of marriage; and the 
law communicates Bondage to the ſoul, which the 
foul naturally genders to, until the ſoul be pregnant 
with horror, deſpair, and miſery, juſt as a man 
communicates ſeed to a wife, who brings forth a 
Hill. horn or dead child, which is the worſt of labours 
without any heir to ſatisfy the huſband, as Paul 
aims to prove or, «when we were in the fleſh, the 
motions of fin, which were by the lau, did work in our 
members to bring forth ſruit unto death, Rom. vil. 5, 
But when God tells the poor finner, who 1s ſo fond 
of being Moſes's diſciple, that Moſes my ſervant is 
dead, Joſhua i. 2. and the ſoul is quickened to feel 
and enlightened to ſee that the law is a killing letter, 
the law of death, and the miniſtration of condemna- 


tion ; 


* 
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tion; and that the ſoul can bring forth no fruit to 

God under its gendering bondage, no fruit but 
fruit unto death or dead works; the ſoul ſeeing a 
DEAD HUSBAND, and a dead law, that cannot give 
life, the ſoul is looſed from that law; nor is it an 
adultereſs, nor an Antinomian, though it be mar- 
ried to another man. For that law has no more 
power over ſuch a foul than the corpſe of Amas 
huſband had over her, who had been a widow upwards 
of forty years, and had lived with an huſband but 
ſeven years from ber virginity, and was then waning 

to be married to the conſolation of Iſrael, Luke ii. 
36. The way that the foul gets releaſed from that 
law is by the body of Chriſt. The ſoul ſees that 
the law curſed the Saviour as well as the finner, 
and that the Lord died under the law; that it was 
the law of death to the Saviour as well as to the 

ſinner; and, finding Chriſt raiſed from the dead, - 
it goes after him and unites with him, and is be- 
gotten to a lively hope by bis reſurreftion from the 
dead; and Chriſt formed in the ſoul the hope of 
glory is an incorruptible ſeed indeed, a precious 
fruit. Such are no adultereſſes though they be mar- 
ried to another man. Nor do they deſerve the 
name of /icentions Antinomians, ſeeing the Holy 
Ghoſt affirmeth that this is done that they may 
bring forth fruit unto God, Rom. vii. 4. namely, the 
fruits of the Spirit. If the rigorous huſband of a 
poor ſimple woman be dead, according to Pauf's 
doctrine, 
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doctrine, Rom, vii. 2. one would think that * 
could command her perſon, pinch her belly, and 
beat her back no more; and that the other man 
whom ſhe had married had got the ſole and whole 
command of her; I am ſure he has by the laws of 


Sod, and by the covenant of wedlock, or elſe I 


know not who would marry a widow, to have her 
Hunted with the commands of a ghoſt. However, 
if the killing commandments of the dead huſband be 
che believer's only rule of life, who is eſpouſed to 
Chriſt by faith, this is the caſe—Meſes, the Lord's 
ſervant, has ſtill the command and dominion over 
«the bride the Lambs wife, Rev. xxi. 9. And 
-notwithſtanding his being dead, as God affirms, 
yet he muſt manage the houſehold of faith, and 
give the only rule of life to the queen, although ſhe 
he exalted to ſtand. at the right hand f the king in 
gold of Opbir, Pſalm xlv, 9. If ſhe be at the right 
_hand of the king, they do her much-wrong who 


place her at the foot of a ſeryant ; one would think 
that, as be was not permitted to go into the promiſed 


land (though he fain would), which was but a 
Fart type of heaven, he could. never have ſach . 


- power over the houſe or church of Chrift, which 
is fo often emphatically called heaven. 


We are under the law as the rule of li ife, ſay ſome ; : 


4 th en the law of liberty is far from being perfecs. 
One would think that ſouls eſpouſed; to Chriſt, 
: * married to him, ihat they ſpould- bring forth 


fruit 


A RULE AND A RIDDLE, &c, 45 


fruit unto God, were under no law but that of the 
huſband; or, as Paul ſays, under the law to Chriſt, 
And I am ſure it is ſo with ſouls wedded to Mo- 
ſes he has the whole command of them, for they 
are without the ſpiritual law of life altogether : 
and ſurely the ſecond huſband has as much right as 
the firſt; if we allow this man to be worthy of as 
much, Paul ſays, he is counted worthy of more glory 
than Moſes, inaſmuch as he who hath builded the 
bouſe,- as Jacob built the houſe of Iſrael by Rachel 
and Le:h, Ruth iv. 11. is worthy of more honour 
_ than the houſe, Heb. iii. 3. It is clear that all the 
fruit brought forth under Moſes was but dead 
works, or fruit unto death ;—therefore he built no 
houſe or Bou ſebold but that of the bond woman, who 
| ts affirmed to be deſolate; and, with reſpect to God, 
ſhe is ſaid to have no huſhand, Gal. iv. 27. and 
therefore all her offspring are a Baſtard race of dead 
children, dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, which are 
funk into the ſynagogue of Satan inſtead of a righte= 
ous nation, called the living. that are to riſe up and 

praiſe Chriſt, Iſaiah xxxviii. 19. Hence we learn 
that ſouls under the law wedded to Moſes are not 
God's wife—they bring forth fruit unto death, not 
unto God—they are free from righteouſneſs. God 
fays, I am not their huſband—Moſes has full 
command of them—though he accuſes them day 
and night; and Chriſt himſelf always ſends ſuch 
ſouls to the * that I may not marry- another 

_. while 


* 
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utile the firſt huſband lives. But when an acciſing 
Meoſes, and his killing law, have executed their ſen- 
tence of death on the foul, it is then dead; and if 
Chriſt quickens it and enlightens it, and it flies, as 
Ruth did, to his ſcirt, if he ſpreads bis ſkirt over it 
it is @ time of love, and if be enters, into a marriage 
cevenant with ſuch à ſaul it becomes his own, 
Ezek. xvi. 8. He has the whole command of 
ſuch, and the full poſſeſſion of them; he has mar- 
ried the ſoul that was in a fate of widowhood, and 
 fays thy Maker tis thy huſband —thou ſhalt remember 
the reproach of thy widowhood no more. Thus he 
marries the widow, diſcharges her debts, redeems 
the mortgaged inheritance, raiſes up the name of the 
| dead upon it, and does worthily in Ephratah, and is 
famous in Bethlehem, Ruth iv. 11. 
Paul tells us that he was dead to the law—T 
$  #krough the law am dead 70 the law, that 1 might live 
| unto God, Gal. ii. 19. He tells us that when, the 
commandment came fin revived, and he died; 
that in took occaſion by the commandment, deceived 
him, and by it ſæu him, Rom. vii. 9, 10, 11. One 
would think that, when a law has apprehended a 
tranſgreſſor, arraigned him, tried him, caſt him, 
condemned him, executed him, and buried him, 
he was got out of the reach of that rule of, life. 
Paul ſays the law came to him, it apprehended him, 
n revived, he was found guilty—it took an occafion = 
wb the law to expole. him to death, deceived him, 
with | 
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with reſpect to all hopes in it, and flew him by the- 
ſentence of it; that he was dead and buried with 
Chriſt, or planted together with him in the LIKR· 
NESS of his death. If ſo, one would have thought 
that it had done with him. 
But, according to ſome, this kling letter, or 
moral law, has never done with the believer they 
would make it like the Popiſi law, which makes 
4 believer in Chriſt a heretic ; condemns him, 
curſes him with bell, book, and candle, and burns 
him to aſhes, and yet purſues him {till ; if he goes 
to purgatory it follows him ; if to heaven, it holds 
the keys of that; and at the judgment day there 
can be no favour or mercy without Popiſh abſo- 
lution. So ſome handle the law of Moſes; though 
it kills a man, and he is crucified, dead, buried, 
and riſen again through the operation of God ; yet the 
commandment that came, which deceived and 
flew him, is “ till his only rule of life” —it is ſtall 
binding, and if he goes into heaven itſelf it pur 
ſues him, for the very angels round the throne 
are governed by it,“ as ſome affirm, which is 
ſtrange, as God's voice, whether in the law or in the 
goſpel, is declared to be zo the * of men, Prov. | 
viii. 4. | 
It has been a puzzling matter to me to find out 
what it is that appears in Moſes' miniſtry, with 
reſpect to ſucceſs, that makes people ſo eager to 
copy after him. He led: the people forty years in the 
wilderneſs 
4 
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wilderneſs it is true, but he was fo fat from exceed? 
ing the apoſtles and evangeliſts in ſucceſs, with re- 
ſpect to conver/ion work, that he declares God has 
not given you an heart to perceive, and eyes to ſee, and 
ears to hiear unto this day, Deut. xxix. 4.— and calls 
them a perverſe generation, a lation void of counſel, 
and children in whom is no faith, Deut. xxxii. 20. 
And we know that their carcaſes fell in unbelief 
twenty thouſand together. Yea, and the Jews for 
rejecting of Chriſt and cleaving to Moſes were de- 
ſtroyed by infinite numbers, and with an inflnite 
deſtruction; and a Pfariſee, who is the greateſt ad- 
vocate for the law, is farther from the kingdom of 
God than publicans and harlots ; and if Moſes be but 
read the vail is upon their hearts, nor can it be taken 
away Hill they turn to the Lord. l 
No fruits are brought forth under the law but 
| wild grapes, wild figs, untimely Fruits , dead works, 
mercenary and eye ſervice, and fruits unto death; and 
all ſpring from the baſe principles of Raviſh fear ; 
done to get a name or to be ſeen of men, to merit 
heaven, and bring God in debtor to them: their 
works ſpring from the fear of a condemned crimi- 
nal, which is the worſt of roots, and are directed to 
felf, the worſt of ends; hence Iſrael is ſaid to be an 
empty vine (not united to Chriſt the true vine), 
therefore he brings forth fruit to himſelf, Hoſea x. f. 
whereas the Chriſtian finds that from God is his 


A RULE AND A RIDDLE, &c. 49 


fruit found, Hoſ. xiv. 8. and inſtead of bringing 
forth fruit to himſelf he muſt deny himſelf daily. 
With reſpect to its © uſefulneſs to inſtruct the 
children of God,” it may be anſwered—believers 
are not without teachers; the Lord their God teaches 
them to profit, Tſaiah Wil. 17. He teaches them 
by the Spirit of love, 2 Tim. 4. 7. 1% love him, 
Deut. Xr. 6. Yea, ard Fog are + of God to 
love one another, 1 Theſ. iv. 9. Chrift, the great 
prophet of the church, reaches them alſo. It is 
not now, remember the law of Moſes my ſervant— 
but it is, this 7s my beloved Son, hear ye him. All 
thy children ſhall be taught of the Lord, and great 
ſhall be the peace of thy children, Iſaiah liv. 13. The 
Spirit of God, rhe anointing which ye have received 
"of him, abideth in you; and ye need not that any man 
teach you, if he be a minifter of the letter, or 
one that brings rules of life from the ſnares of death : 
but, as the ſame anointing teacheth you of all things, 
and is true, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught 
you, ye ſhall abide him, 1 John ii. 27. The grace of 
God, that bringeth ſalvation, teaches them to deny 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſt, and to live ſoberly, righ- 
teouſſy, and godly in this preſent world, Titus ii. 11, 
12. The believer's own reins, when God tries 
him, inſtruct him in the right ſeaſon, Pſalm xvi, 7. 
The heart of the wiſe, being a new heart, which 
contains a new ſpirit, teacheth his mouth, and addeth 
learning to his lips, Prov. xvi. 23. Thus the chil- 
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dren of God are not without teachers, nor yet 
without divine and infallible teachers. And I 
would to God that the faints would attend a little 
more to their divine teaching; they would not 
fumble upon the dark mountains, be toſſed about 
with every blind guide and wind of doctrine, and 

go hood-winked, groping for the wall at noon-day, 
as numbers of them do. But, alas, alas! inſtead 
of ſearching the Scriptures, as they are commanded 
to do, which are able to make them wiſe to ſalvation, 

_ through faith that is in Chrift Jeſus, they load their 

ſhelves, and ſtuff their heads with the notions of 
. - What are called the fathers; when, if they would 
try them by God's ſtandard, they would find that 
not one half of their notions would and the touch- 
fone of God's word. If believers were to go to 
the great infallible Head and Prophet of the 
church by humble prayer, they would find their 
Judgment better informed, their thoughts more ef- 
 bliſhed, and their hearts more firmly fixed, than ever 
they will be by reading a thouſand folio volumes of 
ſuch mungrel divinity, daſhed with whole bowls of 
popery; where you may hunt for ſeven years and 
never find one page that can, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, 

be called the everlaſiing goſpel, Rev. xiv. 6. 

There are libraries, conſiſting chiefly of ancient 
books, that coſt fifty thouſand pounds, and 1 

would not go fifty ſteps to call them all my own 


if ſtripped of that defpiſed book called the Bible, and 
a few 
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a few more that I could name, which were written 
by our own divines. I am fully perſuaded that 
every believer may get divinity more pure from 
adulteration, more powerful, more ſati factory, more 
efabliſhing, by humble prayer to Chriſt Jeſus, in 
one hour, than ever he will get from all thoſe 


authors that are called the fathers, who were as 


blind as bats, and their writings as full of confuſion 
as a gentleman's garret 1s full of lumber, If a man 


lack wiſdom let him aſk it of God, who giveth libe- 


rally and upbraideth net, and it Fer be given him, 
James 1. 5. 

It is when men get cold to G to ſtudy 
| powerleſs and faithleſs in prayer—ſhy of the Lord 
at a diſtance from his throne—and beneath heavenly 
mindedneſs, and void of heavenly meditation that 
they fly to theſe fathers inſtead of flying to the 
FATHER OF ETERNITY, where wiſdom, mercy, 
and comfort may be got; for be is the Father 'ef all 
mercies, and God of all comfort, 2 Cor. i. 3. and I 
know that he will withhold no good thing from them 
that walk uprightly, Pſalm Ixxxiv. 11. 

As to the © letter of the ten commandments 


being an infallible rule of direction, is anſwered ' 


thus—they lead to the UNITY oF Gop; that law 
prohibits idol worſbip and all covetouſneſs, and 
commands love to the neighbour ; but we are neither 
to ſerve God nor worſhip God in the oldneſs of the 
letter; he will be worſhipped in Jr” and in truth, 

Dp. and 
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and ſerved in the newneſs of the ſpirit alſo : it is he 
that cauſed the light to ſhine out ef darkneſs, that 
' ſhines into cur hearts, and gives us the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Feſus 
Chriſt. God's worſhip, and God's ſervice, are to - 
be performed under the Spirit's influence; God is 
a ſpirit, and they that worſhip him uus r worſhip him 
in ſpirit and in truth. Although the law forbids 
covetouſneſs, the power of it will never make any 
man hate it—the law 1s weak through the fleſh ; the 
law of unfeigned faith, that works by love out of a 
pure conſcience, will make a man hate covetoul- 
. neſs. Pray for us, ſays Paul, for we truſt that we 
have a good conſcience in all things, willing to live lo- 
y, Heb. xiii. 18. 

God has not left his people whtiour ſufficient 
directions, nor yet without a director. In all thy 
ways acknowledge God, and he ſhall direct thy paths, 
Prov. iii. 6. Wiſdom is profitable to direct; I will 

direct their work in truth, ſays God; and 1 will make 
an everlaſting covenant with them, Iſaiah 1xi. 8. It 
is not in man that walketh to direct his fleps, Jer. x. 
23. I will inſtruct thee, and teach thee in the way 
which thou ſhalt go will guide thee with mine eye. 
He not like a horſe or a mule that have no under anding, 
Pſalm xxxii. 8, 9. I will bring the blind by a way 
that they know not; I will lead them in paths that they 
have not known; I wi a make darkneſs light befort 
Them, 
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them, and crooked things ftraight : theſe things will I 
do unto them and not forſake them, Iſaiah xlii. 16. 

Sending the citizens of Zion to Sinai for rules of 
life and direction, is a contempt of mauu Zion, and 
of the heavenly Feruſalem, to which the Spirit of God 
| leads all believers, Heb, xii. 22. and is no leſs than 
a contempt of the King of ſaints, whom God hat: 
ſet on that moſt holy hill. Making the letter the 
only rule of life, is ſending the ſaints wrong, foraſmuck 
as the Lord hath ſaid unto them, they ſhall henceforth 
return no more that way, Deut. xvii. 16. They have 
compaſſed that mount long enough, Deut. ii, 2, 3. 
Moſes is dead and buried, Joſhua 1. 2, Joſhua is. 
10 take the lead. It is bewitching the people, Gal. iii. 1. 
it is ſenaing them to the old yoke of bondage, Gal. v. 1. 
which is a contempt of the Saviowr's yoke, Matt. 
11, 29. it is turning their back upon grace, Gal. v. 4. 
it is abuſing their liberty, Gal. v. 1. it is making 
Chriſt of none effect to them, Gal, v, 4, and that he 
ſhould profit them nothing, Gal. v. 2 

Elijah, who travelled forty days into the wildernef 
in order to go to Horeb, inſtead of going to mount 
Zion, was aſked twice, by way of reproof, firſt 
in a ftorm, and then by a ſtill voice, WRAr 
DOST THOU HERE, ELIJAH? 1 Kings xix, g. 13. 
which was attended with an earthquake, a whirt- 
wind, and a fire; God would not take him to hea- 
ven from that mount, though he requeſted to dre 
there ; that 1s not the new aud living way, Heb. x, 
20. he muſt go back to the Holy Land, over the 

30 „ river 
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river Fordan again, and into the plains of Jericho, 
where Joſhua, typical of our Captain, fr took the 
lead, before the fiery chariot appeared to take him to 
heaven, 2 Kings 11. 11. 

Nor can ſending living ſouls to a killing letter for 
rules of life be any way promotive of fruitfulneſs. 
'There can be no fruit brought forth to God's glory 
without an union, by the Spirit of love, to Chriſt the 
living vine: the branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf. 
No good fruit till the corrupt tree be made good by 
grace; — male the tree good and his fruit will be good; 
à good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit. No good 
Works without faith; whatſoever is not of faith is 
fin: no honeſt labours without love : no ſpiritugl 
fruits without the Spirit of God produce them: 
no works done acceptable to God, unleſs he work 
in us both to will and to do them. 1 | 
Nor does this doctrine “ remove the dads of 

the church, nor leave her without her encloſures,” 

unleſs it can be proved that God's putting his laws 
in their hearts, and writing them in their minds, giv- 
ing them a new heart and a new ſpirit ; putting his 
tar within them, and promiſing they ſpall not depart 

from him ; holding them in his hand /o that the gates 
of hell cannot prevail againſt them; cauſing them 10 
walk in his flatutes, to keep his judgements and do them; 
being a wall of fire round about them, placing ſalva- 
tion for walls and bulwarks, and keeping them by his 
mighty power through faith; can be called remov- 


ing 
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ing the bounds and taking away the encloſures of 
the church.” And I think it is a pity that ſuch a 
diſpenſation of ſuperabounding grace, the miniſtration of 
God's eternal Spirit, ſhould find no more favour in 
the eyes of poor miſerable ſinners, nor any better 
name than that of Antinomianiſm. For my part, 
I believe it will go by another name at the reftitu- 
tion of all things; for, if Chriſt reftores all things, he 
will doubtleſs reforg his ozn goſpel to its proper 
name. 

As for ©* correcting unruly Chriſtians by the 
law,” I believe the ſaint's Jaw is written on the fei- 
ly tables of every believing heart by the Spirit of God; 
and that Chriſt dwells in them by faith; and that he 

keeps his royal court in mount Zion for all his 
Friends, as he 1s crowned king there; but, as for 
Sinai, it is his court of judicature; he appears there 
as the judge of all, We are to apprehend the unruly, 
and take them to the royal court, and to the bar of 
equity ; and appeal, as Paul did, ta God and to con- 
ſcience in God's fight : and when the unruly feels 
the force of faithful reprogf, backed with the Scrip- 
tures of truth, and ſeconded by his own conſcience, it 
will be more mortifying and humbling to him than 
flogging him with all the ſcourges that can be 
brought from the min;/tration of death. This never 
brought a imer to Chrift, nor reſtored à bachſlider; 

it is with the cords of love that God leads a ſoul 
to the Saviour; and by the ſame is the backſlider 
D 4 | reſtored, 
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, reſtored. I will FR their backſliaings ; z 1 will love 
© them freely; Holea xiv. 4. | 
Your © enforcing the command to love God, 
calling it the believer's rule, that muſt ever remain 
binding,” is not ſpeaking as the: oracles of God. We 
know that the law commands us to love God; 
and we have received favours enough to bring us 
in debtors ſo to do ; but the carnal mind is enmity. 
againſt God; it is not ſubject to that law, nor can be. 
- There is nothing that the law demands but what 
the goſpel gives; and there is nothing that the 
law commands that it helps us to perform, nor 
does it afford ſtrength, lite, love, holineſs, mercy, 
inclination, or tans to enable us to n its 
dues. | 
I know ©* we are commanded to walk in love as 
Chriſt hath loved us; but we muſt ſettle things on 
their own proper baſis. The end of the com- 
mandment is charity; but where do we get this 
charity or love? why, it is ſhed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, which is G1vEN unto 
us. If it is given, it is from the covenant of pro- 
miſe, not from the covenant of works; —if ſalva- 
tion be of grace in every part, it is no more of 
works in any part. Love is the baſis of a cove- 
nant of grace—I have loved thee with an ever- 
laſting love ; the gift of Chriſt is the wonderful 
effect of it—God 1o loved the world that he gave 


bis end n Son. It is with loving-kind- 
1 0 ney 
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neſs that God draws us: to Chriſt no man can 
come unto me, except the Father which hath ſent 
me draw him. Love is the bond of the everlaſt- 
ing covenant.— My loving-kindneſs I will at 
utterly take from him, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs 
to fail. Love is the bond of eternal union between 


Chriſt and his church.—Thou, O Father, haſt 


loved them as thou haſt loved me, John xvii. 28. 
Love is the bond of heartfelt union between the 
Lord and us —be that dwelleth in love diwelleth in 
God, and God dwelleth in him, 1 John iv. 16. and 
it is called the love of God perfected in us not our 
love, which is of the law; for it is ſaid not that 
we loved God, but that be loved us. And who- 
ever ſent men to preach, who can make no dif- 
ference between the law that worketh wrath, and 
love which caſteth out fear, which the law gen- 
ders; no difference between the Killing letter and 
the bond of the everlaſting covenant ? Let love ſtand 
upon its own bottom, fix it not on the letter of 
the law. The law reveals the wrath to come 
itt is God's magazine which contains all the trea- 
ſures of hail reſerved againſt the day. of battle and 
war, Job XXXViii. 22. And who could ever 
have thought that the only rule of life for be- 
lievers could be fetched from the miniſtration of 
congemnation, 2 Cor, iii. 9. the ſnares of death, 
W, Prov. xiii. 14, the voice of words, Heb. xii. 19. 
the lau that worketh wrath, Rom. iv. 15. the 
5 N killing 
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_ killing letter, 2 Cor. iii. 6. the law that is . 
"xs, Col. ii. 14. the adverſary that delivers us to 
the judge to be caft into priſon, Matt. v. 25. a 
law that furniſhes the ſinner with an accuſer before 
God, John v. 45. that is contrary to us, Col. ii. 
14. that curſed ihe Saviour himſelf, though inno- 
cent, Gal. iii. 13. becauſe he undertook for his 
friends. A fiery law, Deut. xxxiil. 2. a fire 
 kindled in God's anger, Deut. xxxii. 22. ſeven 
thunders that are to utter their voices, Rev. x. 3. 
a ſhower of ſnares, fire and brimſtone, and an bor- 
rible tempeſt, Pſalm xi. 6. a fire that ſhall burn to 
the loweſt bell, Deut. xxxii. 22, But ſo it is; and 
every preacher that does not bind this grievous 
_ burden upon men's ſhoulders ; that does not turn 
afide to vain jangling; that refuſes to tempt God by 
putting this yoke upon the diſciples? necks, which 
none are able to bear; is an erronoens man; 4 man 
of a bad ſpirit; one that makes void the la; and 
is (as I have been often called) 2 ſtinting Anti- 
nomian: God be merciful to ſuch men! I have 
no other glaſs to view them in but the ſcriptures 
of truth and'my own experience. And, as God 
liveth, I do believe, if fifteen out of twenty of 
our preſent preachers, who are called goſpel mini/- 
ters, were to fee themſelves as I ſee them in the 
light of God's word, that they would wiſh they 
had never been Born; curſe the day in which they 
took upon them the office of the miniſtry, and with, 
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it to be blotted out from the number of the months, . 
Job 11. 6. But, alas, alas! there are none who 
think themſelves ſufficient for theſe things bur 
' thoſe of no underſtanding ! A blind man knows 
not how. to go to the city, Eccl. x. 15, A blind 
man beholdeth not the way 4 the vineyards, Job 
xxiv. 18. 

This very polite letter of yours, Sir, has drawn 
into public print what I never intended to make 
public. 1 have ſuffered ſo much by what I have 
before advanced, that I intended to have kept 
theſe truths cloſe between God and my own ſoul ; 
who was pleaſed, unleſs I am deceived (without 
the help of any author) to lead me into them, 1 
| have ſuffered a deal for what I have already ad- 
bt vanced from- the pulpit and the preſs of theſe 
matters ; and, for my part, I have not one ſingle 
doubt of the whole of them being the truths of 
the everlaſting goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus. | But I have 
been termed a man of a bad ſpirit; a dangerous 
man; an erroneous man; a ſtinking Antinomian; 
a contentious man; a man of controverſy; a man 
of pride and reſervedneſs, putting his on con- 
ſtructions upon ſcripture; a bully; a fingular 
man, who wants to repreſent all other miniſters as 
neuters, and himſelf all in all. | 

Old women have purſued me with ep 
fourpenny, and /ixpenny pampblets, of their own 
manufactory; a boy crying them from one chapel 
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door, where I preached, to the other; and their 
_ fquibs have been ſent to Portſmouth, Briſtol, Gc. 
wherever they heard that my books were ſold. 
Miniſters, behind the curtain, (who pretended 
friendſhip to me) have told theſe old wives what 
brandy, meaning ſtrength, to put into their fables — 
what ſugar, meaning candour, to uſe—and what 
pot bitterneſs, or wormwood, to withhold. 

I was aſked to go to Briſtol by a gentle- 
man (whom I cautioned to have nothing to 
do with me, as I was fo dangerous a man,) who 
would inſiſt upon my going thither ; and without 
my defire, had me down, The poor people 
bad been prejudiced to that degree that they ex- 
pected to find me a minifter of fatan. The parſon- 
maker levelled his artillery from the pulpit till he 
was quite out of breath, and ſet off for London. 
Another, in obedience to the Rev. R H, 
refuſed to invite me to his pulpit, or to give me 
the right hand of fellowſhip. I wrote to Briſtol 
ſince, offering to preach them a ſermon, being 
engaged to go into Dorſetſhire, but was denied ; 
and all this ſprung from a reverend gentleman of 
Plymouth, who has ſettled the matters of Briſtol 
- tabernacle ſo as to ſecure the pulpit againſt Anti- 
nomians. And the ſame gentleman (I fhall not 


mention his name) has not acted like a brother, 


nor has he done the xinsMan's part by me, but 
took ſome people to taſk for bringing my books 
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into Plymouth; and a reverend gentleman, who 
is now ſettled at Walthamſtow, when he lived at 
Plymouth, made it his buſineſs to ridicule what 
I had written,' in order to imbitter the people's 
minds againſt the doctrines; and no wonder, for, 


if theſe doctrines be true, what becomes of theirs? 


The Biſhop of Spaw-fields Chapel lampooned me 
in public, till he got into the ſmoke of Sinai, 
inſomuch, that ſome diſcerning people quite 
loft fight of him. Some of his people he exclud- 
ed from the ſociety becauſe they came to hear 
me. His mandates went to Briſtol, that they 
might not be infected; and to Lewes in Suſſex 
alſo. Mr. Barnet refuſed me his pulpit, and threat- 


enced to leave the people if I were admitted; 


but a Baptiſt miniſter kindly threw open his 
meeting, which God filled with people, and my 
mouth with arguments. The congregation at 
Wooking, which God raiſed by me, muſt fend 
me their final diſmiſſion before they could get any 
aſſiſtance from the Evangelical Aſſociation in 
London. The Reverend Mr. R. H. left his 
prelatic commands at Chatham, and twice ſince at 
Greenwich, never to admit me on peril of his final 
leave. If any of theſe charges are falſe let them 
plead their innocence; and if the doctrine be falſe 
let them be overthrown. 
My friend may well aſk—What is my fin? 
Wu have I done? Seein g ſome cry one thing 
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and ſome another the aſſemblies are confuſed, and 
no account given of the cauſe of this concourſe ; 
and I can give none, unleſs it be for his one 
voice that I cried among them; tauching the law, 1 
faid it is not the believer's rule of life. And this I do 
inſiſt upon, that bondage, hardneſs of heart, revealed 
wrath, enmity againſt God, deſperation, curſes, + 
hell and damnation, are the beſt things that men 
cCan fetch from the killing letter of the law of 
| Moſes; whether the man be a believer or an infidel 
it matters. not. The law will purſue the believer 
if he goes there, Chriſt alone is his refuge ;. it will 
entangle the believer, and yoke him again if he looks 
for help there. The law is not of faith, but of 
* . works; it is not of believing, but of: doing: he that doth 
 . theſe things ſhall live in them, is its language to the 
end of the chapter. Works are zvorks, and grace is 
grace; the one is a covenant of works, the other a 


c | covenant of grace: one was given by Moſes, the other 


came by Jeſus . Chrift. The covenant of works was 


4 


made with man; it belongs to Adam, and all his 


children in the fleſh that bear his image: the cove- 
-nant of grace was made with Chriſt, and all his ſeed 
in him. The one is eſtabliſted upon unconditional 
Promi ſes, the other upon the conditions of dead mens 
performances; and who would call this law be be- 

levers only rule of life, he is to walk and live by faith ; 
he is te worſhip and ſerve God in the newneſs of 
the Spirit, not in the oldneſs of the letter; he is to 
8 „ 
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walk in love as Chriſt hath loved him. And it is 
plain that faith worketh by love, and 1s attended 
with divine life, which are all the giſis of God in 
Chrift Feſus ; they are received from his fulneſs, and 
wrought in us, and are no leſs than the law of the 
Spirit of life in Chrift Feſus, which makes us free from 
the law of fin and death. If faith, life, holineſs, and 
love, come from the law of the Spirit, why are they 
ingrafted upon the killing letter? and why is the 
believer ſent to fetch his rule of life from that law 
which was once his death warrant ? why this con- 
fuſion? why this turning things upſide down ? The 
man that bas got the law of the Spirit of life in bim 

is the man to whom the Lord ſpeaks by his Son— - 
he ſpeaks not to the believer out of the cloudy pillar, 
nor out of thick darkneſs. He has ſpoken to us in 
* theſe laſt days by his Son; and it is to the believer 
that he thus ſpeaks— Hearken unto me, ye that know 
righteouſneſs, the people in whoſe heart is my law. A 
believer is a righteous man, made ſo by imputa- 
tion; and be lazy is not made for the righteous, but for 
the Iawleſs and diſobedient, 1 Tim. i. 9. God ſpeaks. 
to the children of the fleſh in the law. Now we 
know that, what things ſoever the law ſaith, it faith to 
them who are under the law, Rom. ul. 19. But 
the ſaints are not under the law, but under grace, Rom. 
vi. 14. The law is a yoke of bondage for band 


children, a covenant of works for proud work- 
5 mongers, 
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mongers, and a miniſtration of condemnation, to curſe 
them for their pride and evil works. 
Ass to what David ſays of the law being perfter, 
converting the ſoul, and of its being a light to his feet 
and a lamp to his path, it is ſoon anſwered. The kill- 
ing letter never converted one ſoul to Chriſt yet; 
converſion conſiſts in turning a ſoul from dark- 
neſs to light, from the love of fin to love God 
with all his heart; which is attended with faith, 
repentance, and godly ſorrow, which flows from a 
ſenſe of God's love to him in Chriſt Jeſus; all 
which come from the covenant of grace. Faith is 
a coming to Chriſt, and the love that faith works 
by draws his heart as he goes ; and. both theſe are 
© the free gift of God. Chriſt did not furniſh Saul 
with theſe ſpiritual weapons, which are mighty through 
God to pull down ſtrong holds from the killing letter. 
I fend thee Paul to turn finners from darkneſs to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God, that they 
may receive forgiveneſs of fins, and an inheritance 
among them that are ſan#lified by faith that is in me, 
Acts xxvi. 10. The brighteſt light that ſhines in 
the law comes from the eye of offended juſtice ; it 
was in the flames of wrath that the law was given 
at firſt ; it was added becauſe of tranſoreſſion, and itis in 
that awful light that finners ſee their own condem- 
nation, as Saul and Balaam ſaw their own future 
deſtruction; and it is in that light that ſinners will 
ſee their endleſs miſery, who are ſaid 20 lift up ther. 
. > Het 
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eves in hell; but that light diſcovers not tlie path 
of life, which is called the path of the juſt. The light 
of the knozoledge of the glory of God Shines i in the face of 
Feſus Chriſt, who is the true light, and the everlaſt- 
ing light of all his people ; he that believeth in me, 
ſays the Saviour, hall not abide in darkneſs. 

David was not without the /aw of faith; he tells 
you he believed, therefore hath he ſpoken ; nor was. he - 
without he law of the Spirit of life, as appears by 

his prayer—Take not thy Holy Spirit from me. It was 
in this law that he ſaw wonders—as for the ten com- 
mandments, he prayed that God would not enter into 
judgment with his ſervant under them, for he knew 
the commandment was exceeding broad. If the com- 
mandments afford ſuch a deal of light to our feet, 

bhov comes it that our preſent advocates for them are 
ſo exceeding blind ? by them it appears that Paul's 
aſſertions are true, that the vail remains untahen 
away in reading the Old Teſtament. I am bold there- : 
fore to affirm, Sir, that David and you have two. 
different meanings. | 

With reſpe& to what you have Pa about 

my ſpeaking lightly of the law,“ I believe you 
will find, in this my anſwer to yours, all that I 
have ever ſaid about it; and you muſt judge for 

yourſelf whether I have ſpoken the language of 
Scripture or not. If I have, lay the blame where 


it ought to be laid; if a man conſent not to the 
LC wholeſome 
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wholeſome words of our Lord Teſs Chrift, be is proud 


and knows nothing. 
However, as I am determined to- publiſh this 


anſwer to yours, my accuſers will have a fair op- 
portunity to attack the doctrine. I have advanced 
on the ground of truth; J have fled to none of thoſe 
poor ſhifts called implications and the firneſs of things ; 
I have uſed no zweapons but thoſe that I believe to be 
ſpiritual. They cannot have a fairer opportunity, 
nor a fairer field to meet me on, nor a ſmaller 


number to engage. If this be Antinomianiſm 


let them muſter all their forces againſt it, prove it 
to be ſo, and overthrow it. I am open to convic- 
tion, my conſcience is not feared, nor am I-paſt feeling; 
and, if I cannot defend it by God's word, I will 
fly to no other ſhifts; and therefore I hope my 
opponents will not puzzle my brains with St. Ba- 
ſil, St. Auguſtine, St. Ambroſe, Hermon Witſius, 
and faint nobody knows who.—7eſus I kyozwp; but 
who are theſe? For my part, I have not a ſingle 
doubt but God will enable me to defend this doc- 

trine; for I know it is the doctrine that he applied 

to me, and ſet my ſoul at liberty by. And as 1 


am the Antinomian, according to their accuſa- 


tions, it lies with them to overthrow it, and prove 
their charge; and, if upon trial it be found to be 


75 * 1 Bae, cy let them hear and Jay, it is 
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ruth, Ifaiah xliii. 9. and acknowledge that for the 
truth's ſake I have ſuffered reproach. - 

Theſe are the doctrines that have cauſed ſo many 
counſels to be taken - ſo many pulpits to be ſhut 
againſt me; yea, in every place that I have gone, 
the people have been armed with prejudice againſt 
me as an erroneous man or an Antinomian and 
have come to hear me as if I was a ſecond Simon 
Magus, or Fudas Tſcariot, riſen again. This has been 
the caſe at almoſt every place 1 have gone to ex- 
cept Portſmouth, where I met with fuch a kind recep- 
tion from the miniſters as I never met with before in 
my life. The Rev. Mr. Horſh, and his affiſtant, 
the Rev. Mr. Phillips, and the Rev. Mr. Dan, 
welcomed me to their pulpits in turn every nightdu- * 
ring my ſtay there, and treated me with the greateſt _ 
reſpe& and civility, which I mention to the ho- 
nour of thoſe gentlemen, and as a matter, of won- 
der to me, it being what 1 had never been accuſ- ; 
tomed to. ; | 
I have not gone any country Tunticy for the 
ſake of gain, for my own people do not let me 
want; nor did I ever clear a ſhilling by any jour- 
ney I took, becauſe I have 'paid the ſame that 
I received for a ſupply in my abſence, that I 
might not be brought under the power of am; there- 
fore they could not refuſe me their pulpits under 
an apprehenſion of my ſeeking filthy lucre. The 
reaſons that they aff gned were, that I held errors in 
| b 2 making 
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making void the law. And this has been carried 
ſo far, that, if any miniſter has happened to drop a 
word in the pulpit concerning the law, if he did 
not make it the believer's only rule of life, it has 
been called one of Huntington's texts; let them 
prove it is from Huntington, and I will endea- 
vour to prove it is from heaven. 

If the law of works be binding to' the ſaints, as 
ſome affirm, then James's law of kberty is not per- 
fea, nor can we be bleſſed in our qeeds by continuing = 

in that. If the law of works be binding, then 
“e the law of the Spirit of life did not make Paul 
free from the law of death,” unleſs it can be prov- 
ed, that legal bondage and goſpel liberty can ſtand 
together. If the believer be under the lawns a rule 
of life, then he is under the law and under grace 
both at once; which Paul ſays he is not—he is 
not under the law, but under grace. If he be under 
the law as a rule of life, he has got Peter's n- 
bearable yoke and Cbriſts eaſy yoke both on his neck 
at one time. The man that makes the killing 
letter his rule walks by fight not by faith; he looks 
at the things that are ſeen, not at the things which 
are not ſeen. He ſerves in the oldueſs of the letter, 
not in the newneſs of the Spirit; he zvor/hips God 
in the letter, not in ſpirit and in truth; nor is he 
free indeed. I know the law will bring a man into 
bondage notwithſtanding his grace, if he flands. 
not faſt i in the liberty wherewith Chr: ft has made him 
—_— 
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free ; nor does the law of the wiſe, as a fountain of life, 
cauſe a man 10 depart from the ſnares of death; or, 
as the Saviour ſays, paſs from death to life by faith, 
becauſe the believer, according to them, is ſtill 
under the ſnares of death; he is ſtill under the law of 
death as his only rule of life. This is called preach- 
ing the goſpel, doing the work of an evangeliſt, 
being a miniſter of the Spirit, making full-proof of 
the miniſtry ; and every man that cannot turn the 
laro that worketh wrath into a law of love; that can- 
not bring the living fruits of the Spirit out of the 
killing letter; that cannot turn be ſnares of death 
into rules of life; is an erroneous man and an An- 
tinomian. Welcome reproach ! welcome names 2 
. welcome Antinomian! Theſe names bring no guilt 
onthe conſcience; they ſtopnotup thenewandliving 
way between God and the ſoul; they ſeal not up 
God's book, nor bind the ſpirit of liberty. Elec- 
tion ſecures every miniſter in his ſtation, and all 
the ſucceſs that ſhall attend his labours. It has 
been obſerved that thoſe, who have been the 
| moſt forward at lampooning me for an Antinomian, 
have been the greateſt novices in divinity ; and, 
while they have been contending for the law as | 
the only rule of life, they have preached the 
greateſt confuſion, diſcovered the greateſt igno- 
rance of the nature of the law, and have evidently 
appeared in the ſtrongeſt bondage — He that leadeth 
into captivity Hall go into captivity—he that binds 
E 3 grievous 
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grievous burdens on other men's Shoulders goes a ſure 5 
way to load his own back. 
No wonder that legions are flocking back to Si- 
nal; it is a proof that the law is not dead to them, 
nor they 70 #t ; they begun in the Spirit before they 
had been killed by the letter. Their firſt huſband, it 
is to be feared, is not dead, therefore they are not 
Hoſed from that law ; and being, adultereſſes, the firfl 
BDuſband has taken them up and brought them back, 
not being looſed from their old bond of wedlock, nor 
favoured with a roriting of divorcement ; therefofe, 
as a wife of the firſt covenant, the eloped Lo-rubamah 
18 brought back, Hoſea 1. 6. Hoſ. ii. 1, 2. but ; 
Hephzibah, the Lord's delight, whom he has eſpouſ- 
ed to himſelf, if ſhe goes back, will return again to 
* bet firft huſband, ſaying—lt was better with me then 
than it is now. Conſider, Sir, and ſee if there be 
any thing that you want to make you holy or 
happy that does not come from the law of the 
Spirit of life; and whether any of- theſe things 
come from the law of works; whether mercy, 
grace, hope, or help comes from that quarter: 
and take heed that you do not jumble theſe 
two covenants together. One is a covenant of 
works, the other of grace one is the law of death, 
the other the law of life; bond children are un: 
der the law—free children are under grace ; they 
ne are under grace are under the blefling—thoſe 


under 
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under the law are under the curſe; one are heirs 
of promiſe, the other heirs of wrath; one are chil- 
dren of God, the other are children of the devil. 
The free- born children receive the inheritance 
freely, the bond-children work to earn it. The 
gift of God is eternal life, the wages of fin is death... 
And, in order to clear this doctrine from the charge 
of Antinomianiſm, I will inquire hrt this law of 
the Spirit of life produces, for we are told that the 
goſpel brings forth fruit, Col. i. 6. Paul ſays the 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gen- 
tleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance ; againſt 
fuch there is no lat, Gal. v. 22, 23. 
Novy let us ſee what he law of the wwiſe, which So- 
lomon calls 4 fountain of life, produces. I think we 
ſhall find the ſame things ſpringing from his foun- 
tain as comes from Paul's law of the Spirit: Solo- 
mon ſays wiſdom loves them that love her; and that 
love is better than à houſe full of ſacrifices ; and that, if 
a man vould give all the ſubſtance of his houfe for love, 
it would be condemned: here is what Paul calls be 
firſt fruit of the Spirit; the next is JoY : ibe heart 
knows its owon bitteryeſs, but a ſtranger intermeddteth not 
with his joy. PEACE; wiſuom's ways are pleaſant-= 
eſs, and all her paths are peace, LONG-SUFFER+» 
ING ; the patient in ſpirit are better than the proud in 
ſpirit. GxxTLENEss ; be not haſty to go out of his 
abt; land not in an evil thing, GooDnzss; the 
upright ſhall have good things in poſſeſſion. F AITH 5 
E 4 | in 
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in the fear of the Lord is ſtrong confidence, and his 
children ſhall have a place of refuge. Mzerx: = 
NESS; God ſcorneth the ſcorners, but he giveth 
grace to the lowly. TEMPERANCE ; the righte- 
' ous eateth to the ſatisfying of his ſoul, Thus the 
- fruits of Paul's law of the Spirit are the ſame as 
thoſe that ſpring from Solomon's law of the wiſe, 
which he calls a fountain of life: and remember 
the goſpel is called the miniſtration of the Spirit, and 
the law is the miniftration of the letter ; the letter 
killeth, but the Spirit giveth life. Solomon's foun- 
"rain of life is fupplied from God in covenant, 
who tells us that all bis Hrings are in Zion; there- | 
fore it is vain to expect help from Sinai. The law 


e the Spirit will remain what it is, notwithſtanding 


men's legality ; and the miniſtration of the letter will 
remain what it is, notwithſtanding men's faith and 
love; one will ever give life, and the other will 
ever give death: the one will eyer produce free- 
— and the other will ever gender to bondage. 
| Thoſe that have felt the bondage, wrath, ter- 
g hes death, that the law works, will prize their 
liberty, and take heed how they approach that 
blackneſs and darkneſs again; but thoſe that never 
felt its power can play with it as With a bird, for 
they are alive without it. It is in vain that miniſters 
\ ſend en. to Sinai in order © to promote holi- 
neſs: the works of the fleſh are theſe — adulte, 
| fornication, uncleameſs, laſciviouſneſs, , Tdolatry, witch= 175 
eraſes 


#* 


A RULE AND A RIDDLE, &e, v3 


| craft, hatred, variance, emulations, worath, ſtrife, ſedi- 
tious, herefies, envy, murder, drunkenneſs, Gal. v. 19, 
20. And will ſending men to the law deſtroy 
theſe ? Nay, ſays Paul, theſe are the motions of fin, 
_ obich are by the law that works in our members to bring 
forth fruit unto death, Rom. vii. 5. Nor was the 
law manifeſted to deſtroy theſe works of the devi. 
but to make them appear exceeding finful ; nor does 
the law weaken fin but aggrevate it; for the firength 
of fin is the law, 1 Cor. xv. 5,6. It is grace that makes 
the belieyer what he 1s, nor will the law ever make 
him better. Thoſe that came privily in to ſpy out 
Ihe apoſtles liberty that they might bring them into bond- 
age, Gal. ii. 4. agree exactly with you in ſenti- 
ment; for, if the law be binding to the believer, 
and he be ander it as a rule of life, it is the ſame 
as what they enforced ; namely, it is needful to cir- 
cumciſe them, and command them to keep the law of 
| Moſes, Acts xv. 5. they ſaid this was needful ; you 
lay the believer is under this zeceſſity ; they called 
it keeping the law of Moſes; and you call the la 
of Moſes the believer”s rule of life. There is no more 
difference between your aſſertions and theirs than 
there 1 is between my two eyes. If you object 
that it is circumciſion only that 1s called the yoke 
that was unbearable ; it is anſwered, they were cir- 
cumęiſed at eight days old, therefore the fathers 
could give very little account of the unbearable 
Pain of it. The yoke conſiſted in this—be that is 
circumciſed 
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irtumciſed i is @ debtor io do the whole Iaw, circumci: 
fron is nothing and uncircumcifion is nothing, but the 
keeping of the commandments of God is what is meant, 
1 Cor. vii. 19. ſubmitting to circumciſion, is re- 
jecting Chriſt, who was a miniſter of the circumciſion 
for the truth of God, to confirm the promiſes made unta 
the fathers. And ſubmitting to the yoke of keeping 
the Iaw of Moſes is rejecting Chris yoke, which 
conſiſts of faith and love in the Spirit, The yoke 
therefore is this, it is needful to circumciſe the be- 
lie vers, and to command them io keep the law of Mofes, 
Acts xv. 5. and you fay the law is binding, and that 
the believer is under the lawas his rule of life ; you might 
juſt as well have ſtuck to the old text, for itamounts 
exactly to the ſame, nor doth your different way 
of expreſſion alter the matter, Their XEED of 
keeping the law of Moſes is your B1NDING LAW as 
_ raleof life; it is the ſpirit of legal bondage that obliges 
and binds you; and it was the ſame that influenced 
thoſe who made it needful; different names make 
no alteration in the things. Thoſe men zempred 
God by putting that 'yoke on the ſaints, and ſubverted 
their fouls by faying ye muſt be circumciſed and keep 
the law of Mifes, io whom God gave no ſuch command- 
ment, Acts xv. 10. 24. and they do no lefs than 
tempt God and ſubvert the ſouls of believers, who tell 
them the law is binding, and that they are under it 
as 4 rule of life—** for God has given them no ſuch 
commandment,” Acts xv. 24. Nor can men ex- 
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pect that the broad ſeal of heaven ſhould attend a 
miniſtry that tempts God and ſubverts the ſouls of 
his ſaints, when it is expreſsly faid that it ſeemed 
good to the Holy Ghoſt, and to the apoſtles, to lay on 
them no ſuch burden, Acts xv. 28. However, this 
is the way which ſeemeth right unto a man, but the end 
thereof are the ways of death, Prov. xiv. 12. it is 
turning people from grace to works ; from the li- 
berty of the Spirit to the bondage of the law ; from 
the law. of the Spirit of life to the law of death. Li- 
berty and bondage; grace and works, Chriſt's yoke 
and the yoke of Moſes, the true light and the old 
vail, death and life, can never ſtand together, one 
muſt give way grace ſhall reign, and Moſes muſt 
be ſubject. If a believer be a new creature, has a 
new heart, a new ſpirit, walks in the new and living 
way, and muſt ſerve God in the hewneſs of the ſpirit, 
and walk in newneſs of life, old things muſt be 
done away: and if old things are done away the 
yoke of bondage is included among them, which 
Paul calls the Jaw of death, or elſe the apoſtle's aſ- 
ſertion cannot ſtand good ; therefore if any man be 
in Chriſt he is a new creature; old things are paſſed 
away, behold all things are become new, 2 Cor. v. 
17. and he that #ts upon the throne ſays behold I 
create all things new. God has granted us boldneſs to 


enter into the holieſt by the blood of Feſus, by a new 


and living way which he hath conſecrated or new 
made] for us through the vail, that is to ſay bis 
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feſb, Heb. x. 19, 20. Take heed, Sir, that you 
deſpiſe not this new and living way; it is the 
old way that you contend for at preſent, which is 
Popped up; it is bedged about with thorns, namely, 
the curſes of the lau; and ſo poor ſinners will find 
it, when, like Balaam, they fall before that terrible 
ſword of God that turns every way to keep the way 
of the tree of life, Gen. iy, 24. none will ever get 
to God that old way; the ſword that keeps the 
way of life deſtroys all thieves and robbers that 
climb up any other way, John x. 1. or dare 70 lock 
through, or gaze, where God bas fixed Pls _— 
Exod. xix. 21, 22, 23; 

I know the law is haly, juſt, and good, boner 
it defends a holy, juſt, and good God, and will 
certainly cut off and deſtroy for ever every adverſary 
that is found under it; but though the law is holy yet 
it ſanctifies none; it is juſt, but it juſtifies none; 
it is good, but it imparts no goodneſs to men: God 
s our juſtifier and ſanctifier; and Chriſt is our righ- 
teouſneſs and ſaniiification. God's goodneſs to us 
comes by grace; ſeverity comes by the law; be- 
bold therefore the goodneſs and ſeverity of God: on 

them which fell, ſeverity ; but towards thee, goodneſs, 
if thou continue in his gooaneſs ; otherwiſe thou alſo 
ſhalt be cut off, Rom. xi. 22. with the ſword fur- 
biſhed at that armory. It is the fery law that gives 
the ſword of juſtice its flaming edge; where there is 
no law there is no tranſgreſſion ; fin is the tranſgrel 
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fron of the law, and the law is the tranſgreſſor s ad- 
verſary that makes his crimes appear exceeding ſinful, 
and delivers him to the judge—here lies its power; 
the frength of fin is the law. But with reſpect to 
our obedience, its lending us any help, pardoning 
of us, or juſtifying of us, it is weak through the 
feſb, Rom. viii. 3. 
| 1 would to God, Sir, that you would pray a 
little more over your Bible, or a/# wiſdom of God. 
When Paul ſays the law is ſpiritual, but I am carnal; 
fold under fin, Rom. vii. 14. he does not mean 
thereby that ſpiritual life, ſpiritual health, ſpiritual 
| help, or ſtrength, is communicated from thence. 
The law gives neither righteouſneſs, life, hope, 
help, nor ſtrength. The law is ſtrong to deſtroy, 
but never was mighty to ſave, nor is help laid upon 
that. It is called ſpiritual, becauſes it reaches to 
the thoughts of men's hearts, and curſes them for 
a laſcivious look as being adultery itſelf, Matt. v. 28. 
for anger as murder in the abſtratt, 1 John iit. 15. 
yea, if a man break one command he is guilty of all, 
James ii. 10. it caſts him for every idle word; for 
all that is more than yea, yea, or nay, nay; it brings 
him into judgment; and both heaven and earth 
ſhall paſs away before one e jot or title of that law fhall 
fail, Luke xvi. 17. 

It is called ſpiritual, becauſe it reaches to ſaith 
yea to the wicked ſouls of men and devils alſo; for 
they are under one curſe — it reveals wrath, ſpiri- 
cual 
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tual death, damnation, and everlaſting deſtructio, 
both to the bodies and ſouls of all them who die 
under it; and it will hold all rebellious ſpirits, 
whether men or devils, in the priſon of bell till they 
can pay the very laſt mite, Luke xii. 59. which will 
be done when lying in goal can be called paying 
of debts. God ſays this fery /aw, which is a re- 
velation of wrath, kindled in his anger, ſhall burn 
1 the loweſt hell. Chriſt, our paſſover; was roaſted 
in that fire, and it made bis heart like wax, it melted 
in the midſt of his bowels, Pſalm xx1. 14. therefore 
take heed that thou attempt not to turn that miniſ- 
tration of death into rules of life. Cleave cloſe to 
him that is a hiding place from that north wind, and 
a covert from that tempeſt, Iſaiah xxxii. 2. In 
Chriſt Jeſus thou ſhalt find refuge when God makes 
the wicked as a fiery wheel, and A them with 
all theſe forms, Pſalm IXxxiii 13 3 „ 14, 1 5, but no 
where elſe. 

Ik this be handling the hi lawfully, ald bold: 
| ing forth the word of life, as a faithful ſteward of 
the manifold grace of God; if this be rightly di. 
viding the word of truth; if it be giving to each | 
his portion in due ſeaſon — a portion to ſeven, 
and alſo to eight ; if it be doing the work of an 
_ evangeliſt; if it be preaching the goſpel according 
to Chriſt's command; if it be handling the word 
| faithfully as a miniſter of the Spirit; if it be act- 
ing like a workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, 

| 1 
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being approved of God; — in ſhort, if this be 
preaching the myſtery of faith, then where are le- 


gions of our preſent preachers got? and if this be 


the pure, unmixt, unadulterated goſpel of Chriſt, 
what is nine parts out of ten of the doctrine that 


zs delivered in our days under that name? and if 


this be error and ann chen WHAT 18 
GOSPEL ? | 

I underſtand your vie” Sir; : choſs ſpeak i it more 55 
plain who call me in public a ſtinking Antino- 
mian; and this doctrine antinomianiſm which 


leads to hicenttouſneſs.” And I with they would 


ſpeak it plainer ſtill ; then they would appear in 
their proper colours, and be lefs capable of de- 
ceiving the ſimple. They muſt either proye this 
doctrine to be errors inſtead of truth, licentious 
antinomianiſm inſtead of goſpel, or elſe acknow- 
ledge that their calumny amounts to this in the 
fight of God— that, inſtead of walking in the Spirit, 
and delivering people from fulfilling the luſis of the 
fleſh, it leads them into it ; that, inſtead of the grace 
of God teaching men to deny ungodlineſs and worldly - 
luft, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and gadlily, 
it encourages ungodlineſs, and a licentious way of 
living; and, inſtead of the law of the Spirit making 
men free from the law of fin and death, that it leads 

them into fin, the wages of which is death..— - 

This is their reproach, and this is the meaning of 
it in the fight * God; and i it is plain to an ſpi- 
1 
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ritual mind where this reproach falls ; nainely; 
on that God who is gracious and merciful ; on 
that Saviour by whom grace and truth came, as if 


he was the minifter of fin; and upon the Spirit of 


grace, who gives the Jaw of faith, and who is the 
real giver of the law of lift, it being empharically 
called by the apoſtle his /aw, or the Jaw of ths 
Spirit of life. This, Sir, borders cloſe upon the 
unpardonable ſin; it is trifling with the folds of infi- 
nite wiſdom, Eph. iii. 10. and with the greateſt dif ' 
Penſation that ever heaven revealed to men, 2 Cor. 
iii. 8. It is making free with the ſpiritual court, 
from which there is no appeal; it is ſinning againſt 
the laſt condeſcending lawgiver that ever appeared 
in this lower world. The Holy Ghoſt gives that 
law of the wiſe that is the fountain of life; he gives 
the lat of faith. that excludes all boaſting. The 
Holy Ghoſt is the giver of the Iato of life, that takes 
men from the law of fit and the ſnares of death. It 
is this lawgiver that brings every bleſſing from 
heaven, teſtifies of Chriſt, and glorifies him on 
his throne; whoſe kingdom ſtands not in word, 
or in rules of life drawn from the letter of Moſes' 
law, but in yowWER, in righteouſneſs, peute, and 
Joy, in HE HoLy Gnosr. To do deſpite to the 
Spirit of grace is treading under foot the Son of God 
whom the Spirit teſtifies of, Heb. x. 29. Sin againſt 
him, the Saviour that ſaves to the uttermoſt, ſays, it 
hall never be forgiven, neither in this world nor in 
TITS 8 be 
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the warts. to come, Matt. Xii. 31, 32. O, Sir, keep 
your diſtance, drop no ſuch hints here? he that 
Hall blaſpheme againſt the Holy Ghoſt bath. never for- 
giveneſs, but is in danger of eternal damnation ; be- 
cauſe they ſaid: he hath an unclean ſpirit, Mark iii. 
29, 30. and thoſe that declare the Jaw of the Spirit 
of life leads to licentiouſneſs ſay little better; for 
they charge him with the deviP5:7200rks, though | 
they do not call him in expreſs terms an unclean 
ſpirit. It is a bold, daring, preſumptuous, pe- 
tilous ſtep ; it is /piritual wickedneſs in the worſt 
ſenſe ; it is leaving fin at the foot of a lawgiver 
that ſhed no blood; it is committing rebellion 
againſt Him that will By NO MEANS clear ibe 
guilty, Exodus xxxiv. J. it is doing deſpite on the 
bounds of the moſt facred encloſure; it is ventur- 
ing on the moſt dangerous ſpot of holy ground in all 
the holy land. Sins againſt God the Father in the 
law are pardoned ; he that ſpeaketh a word againſt 
the Son of man it ſhall be forgiven him; but he that 
blaſphemes againſt the Holy Ghoſt hath never for- 
giveneſs. He will by zo means (no not by the 
blood of Chriſt). pardon thoſe that are guilty' of the 
fin unto death, x John v. 16. Let me' as a friend 
remind you of, and recommend you to, David's 
prayer, Keep back thy ſervant alſo from preſinmptuons 
fins, let them not have dominion over me; thew ſhall 
I be upright, and 1 ſhall be innocent from the eat 
* Pſalm xix. 13. 
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I have watched narrowly ſo ſee what good effects 
this doctrine of yours produces among. thoſe 
where it is perpetually enforced, and I can fee 
nothing produced to make me fall in love with 
it, unleſs it be blindneſs, confufion, feigned humi- 
lity,and ſtruggling under bondage; being influenced 
with malice againſt the goſpel; calling every thing 
that tends to make poor finners free and happy, 
Antinomianiſm, not knowing what they ſay, but 
taking it from their teachers. The ſaints are a 
people that God bas formed for himſelf to ſhew forth 
bis praiſe ; he has created them anew in Chriſt Feſus. 
unto good works, which he hath before ordained, that 
tue ſhould walk in them. It is therefore their new 
creation in Chriſt Jeſus, and their abiding in him, 
as the branch doth in the vine, that produces theſe 
_ good works which they are to walk in. As they 
received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, fo they are to walk 
in him. Every ſaint muſt acknowledge, as Paul 
did, that, y the grace of God I am what I am. If 
grace makes them what they are, ſending them 
to the law will never mend this work, nor make 
the ſubjects of this workmanſhip better; God's 
work is perfect, nothing can be added to it by the 
the wiſdom of men nor by the law of Moſes; 
the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of 
4 better hope did do it, Heb. vii. 19. The church. 
is ſubje& to Chriſt ; ſubje& to the civil power 
where they live, and ſubject to one another: but 

| not 
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not ſubje& to Moſes, nor to his law, they are no 
longer under a ſcboolmaſter, Gal. iii. 25. no longer 
under tutors and governors, Gal. iv. 2. they are not 
under the law but under grace. When the falſe 
brethren came in to ſpy out the apoſtle's liberty, 
« that they might bring them into bondage, tell- 
« ing them that they muſt keep the law of Moſes, 
ec we gave place to them by ſubjection, no, not 
&« for an hour (ſays Paul); nor did we reject the 
© truth and admit their yoke of bondage, no,” 
we gave place not for an hour; that be truth of the 
poſpel might not continue with you, Gal. ii. 4, 5. 

My friend will be ready to ſay—the way to hea- 
ven is a difficult way to find; and I anſwer it is ſo, 
becauſe there is a ditch ſo cloſe to it, which many 
fall into, being led by falſe preachers, deceitful 
workers, and blind guides, who turn from the truth + 
that came by Feſus Chrift, and get to groping about 
mount Sinai for help, till the old vail and the god 
of this world blind their eyes; and when they have 
loſt ſight of the puzzling myſtery of the goſpel«(for 
ſuch it is to unconverted men) then they think they 
ſee every thing in the letter of the law and in them- 
ſelves, and ſo become vain in their imaginations; 
their fooliſh hearts being darkened ; then they fol- 
low vain jangling, and make ſhipwreck of faith, 
lampoon the power of religion, becorne haters of 
thoſe that are good, deceiving themſelves and de- 
ceiving others, till they get deſperate againſt the 

Ei | truth, 
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truth, and it becomes a vexation only to under. 
ſtand the report of the goſpel, but the path of the 
juſt hath the light of God's countenance upon it: 
he that walks and lives by faith is in the narrow way 
that leadeth unto life, Matt. vii. 14. for the juſt man 
ſhall live by his faith, and he ſhall walk in new- 
neſs of life. This is wiſdom's way, a path which 
no fowl knoweth, and which the vulture's eye hath 
not ſeen. The lion's whelps have not trodden it, nor 
the fierce lion paſſed by it, Job xxviii. 7, 8, Chriſt 
is the way as well as the truth and the life ; to live 
and walk by the faith of him is to walk fafely in- 
deed. In this way of righteouſneſs is life, and in the 
path-way thereof there is no death, Prov. xii. 28. 
Though this way appears narrow and difficult, yet 
the poor believing ſinner, who is nothing in him- 
felf, but looks to his Saviour for all, though he 
be @ fool be ſhall not err in this way: the Lord has 
- promiſed to guide him and uphold him; and 1 
will, ſays God, lead them in a way wherein. they 
Hall not tumble; for I am @ father to Heael, and 
Ephraim is my firſt-born, Jer. xxxi. 9. 
The bad uſe that ungodly men may make of 
the truth of the Chriſtian's liberty in the Spirit 
is not to ſilence ſpiritual miniſters; Chriſt's yoke 
muſt be brought forth; the children of God muſt 
be fed; the goſpel muſt be preached ; the ſaints 
liberty muſt be ſhewed, and they cautioned. not 


to n ir, and counſelled to ſtand faſt in it; 
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notwithſtanding the villany of thoſe that come in 
privily to ſpy it out, Ungodly men will abuſe the 

moſt High God, and even the Bible itſelf; there- 
fore no wonder if they abuſe the ſermons" or 
writings of his ſervants, The impenitent infidel, 
whoſe-mind and conſcience both are defiled ; to 
whom there is nothing clean; who are condemned 
already, and under the wrath of God; will turn 
every thing to bane. But are we to muzzle the 
truth, yoke the ſaints of God with Moſes' law, 
and call the ſhares of death rules of life, to pleaſe 
them? No; this is putting tumbling blocks before 
the eyes of the blind, and making men ſiumble at the 
law, Mal. 11. 8. this is not declaring the whole 
counſel of God; this is not leaving the work with 
the Lord, who has power over all flach, that he 
may give eternal life to as many as are ordained to 
it, We are not to make ſuch men as theſe the 
objects of our fear in the pulpit, nor keep back 
God's word from his people on account of their 
abufing.it : they called the maſter himſelf Belzebub; 
and what can be expected from ſuch men but fin ? 
miniſters are a ſavour of death unto death to them, 
and are ſent to preach the goſpel for a witneſs againſt 
bem ; and their deſperate wickedneſs againſt the 
goſpel ſerves to ſhew us that they were before of old 
ordained to this condemnation, Jude 4. : 
l have conſidered the text you refer me to, * if 
ye love me keep my commandments,” John xiv. 14. 
1 | _ 
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and T find his commandments are joyous not griev- 
ous—for the commands are tbat we ſhould believe 
on bim and love one another. But thoſe that call the 
law the believer's rule of life, and me an Antino- 
mian, ſhew but very little of this love. He keeps 
the Saviour's commandments who receives the word 
in an honeſt and good heart, and keeps it ; ſuch re- 
ceive the word with power in the Holy Ghoſt, and 
in much "aſſurance ; ſuch and only ſuch keep the 
word of Chriſt's patience, and be will keep them from 
the hour of temptation, Rev. iii. 10. He that keeps 
the Lord's commandments is united to him by the 
bond of love in the Spirit; he that keepeth bis com- 
mandmeut dwelleth in him and he in bim; he that is 
a ſtranger to this union is alive without the law 
alive to fin and dead to God; for hereby we know 
#hat he abideth in us, by the quickening "_ WEN 
be bath given us, 1 John iii. 24. 

 T have had a world of legal duties font 
preſſed upon me, and I know what effect fuch 
preaching had; and J ſee it has the ſame in others 
that fear God. It ſerves to nurſe the pride of thoſe 
that know nothing of the power of godlineſs. I 
have heard miſers, perſecutors, and hypocrites, ap- 
plaud and admire the doctrine, but they have been 
_ dreadfully exaſperated at ſome who are called An- 
tinomiĩans, if they have happened to enforce the 
neceſſity of the Spirit's affiſtance in the performance 
el theſe things, and of their being done in faith, 
We „ Men 
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Men may load people as much as they pleaſe 
with moral, relative, and church duties; but 
if they {| ke not from union with the true 
vine; if not performed under the influence of the 
Spirit of God; if they are not. done in faith, and 
with an eye to God's glory; they amount to no- 
thing more than the works of the fleſh, or dead 
works; while the legal performer is as proud as Sa- 
tan himſelf ; and, by reſting in theſe things, is far- 
ther from God's kingdom than publicans or harlots. 

A devil transformed into an angel of light is more 
dangerous than when he comes in character; that 
is, as an accuſer, a thief, or a robber: nor does 
Satan do the ſeeking finner ſo much hurt when be 
throws him down and rents him, Mark ix, 20. as 
he does when he points us to legal preachers, or 
_ - miniſters of the letter, crying out theſe men are the 

ſervants of the Moſt High God, that fhew unto us the 
way of ſalvation, Acts xvi. 17. He was as much 
a devil when he promiſed this world and the glory 
of it to Chriſt as he was when he wiſhed him to 
_throw himſelf from the pinnacle of the temple, Luke 
iv. g. Satan ſometimes turns reformer in times of 
danger, when the goſpel makes a ſtir in his terri- 
tories, then is the time that he fires the zeal and 
increaſes the numbers of moral preachers; he 
knows what the law can do—if that had never ap- 
peared in the world, the devil had never got one 
human ſoul into hell: the law worketh wrath ; for 
F 4 wuber⸗ 
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where no law is, there is no tranſpreſſion, Rom. iv. 
19. conſequently no tranſgreſſors. He knows 
that the frength of fin is the law, 1 Cor. xv. 56, 
better than we do; and he knows that thoſe 
who are under the law of death are under the law 
of ſin; hence it is that he never ſtirs men up 
to reproach, revile, belie, ſcandalize, or perſe- 
cute, a graceleſs preacher of moral duties; for 
it is by the inſtrumentality of ſuch men that 
he has brought thouſands to his dark dominions: 
by ſuch preachers as theſe the devil keeps both the 
pulpit and the pew—he ſtirs up the preacher to 
blind the people, and the people to applaud their 
blind guide; and thus the God of this world holds 
both the leader and the led. When he ſtirred up 
the Jewiſh prieſts to reject Chriſt, and caſt out his 
diſciples, he became head ranger both of the 
temple and the ſynagogue. The doctrine that 
routs the devil is preaching the kingdom of God, 
which confifts in righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt ; telling Zion that her King is 
come. When the diſciples preached this the Sa» 
-viour ſaw Satan like lightning fall from heaven, 
Luke x. 18. he caſt abroad the rage of his wrath 
and ſet the world in a blaze. This ſort of preachers 
-are the only adverſaries that the devil has got, he 
gains ground by the others, He was very nigh 
bringing over the whole church of Galatia by the 
inſtrumentality of moral preachers. If God does 


not upbold his people with bis free _—_— Pal. Ii. 12, 
1 much 
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I much Horton if any other yoke will do when 
trials come on ; for my part, I never found any 
doctrine that would beget ſouls to God, keep them 
alive, make their minds heavenly, their conver- 
ſation pure, keep their conſciences tender, or make 
their lives exemplary, but that of enforcing rege- 
neration, or a ſpiritual birth; juſtification by faith; 
union and fellowſhip with Chriſt by love; and a 
walk in the teſtimony and liberty of the Holy 
Ghoſt. However, this I can ſay that the religion 
that God has taught me has been ſufficient" to 
make me induſtrious and willing to live honeſtly; 
and I muſt declare, and will with my dying breath, 
that I never knew what happineſs, peace, reſt, 
quietude, comfort, joy, or pleaſure, meant until 
Jeſus Chriſt appeared to my ſoul; in him I have 
ſeen the perfection of all beauty; I have felt him 
to be the foundation of all real happineſs: the 
light of his countenance, and the anticipation of 
his love, is the quinteſſence of all that is called 
pleaſure; and to have him is to be poſſeſſed with 
an immortal, incorruptible, undefiled, and never- 
fading inheritance; which has ſo crucified me to 
this world, and to the pleaſures of it, that 1 have 
jut as much deſire to return to it again as Abra- 
ham had to return to Err of the Chaldees, when 
God had promiſed to be his ſhield and OY 


1 in an land of Canaan, 
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Whatever the law of God enforces the Spirit of 
God impreſſes the mind with, and leaves the im- 
preſſion as legible upon the fleſhly tables of the 
behiever's heart, as ever he did on the two tables 
- of tone, 2 Cor. iti. 3. The devil is never more 
to be ſuſpected than when he appears in a 
pulpit in a large wig and long bands, with a 
grave countenance, an audible voice, ambiguous 

- ſpeech, zeal mixed with candour, enforcing moral 
virtue, and bringing in Chriſt as an example, but 
not as the root of the matter; nor yet enforcing the 
need of his Spirit, nor of union with him. Theſe 
things, and a few zealous ſtrokes at the power of 
religion, under the name of enthuſiaſm, and a can- 
did application to thoſe blind and bond children, 
that cannot ſee through their maſk, have been of 
very great uſe to the devil, becauſe it has ſerved 
to ſtumble the faithful and eſtabliſh the Phariſee. 
2 Such as theſe have ſent my ſoul bleeding home 
= many a time ſwaddled with the ſpirit of bondage; 
fin has took an occaſion by the commandment un- 
til the corruption of my heart and my carnal en- 
mity has been ſtirred up againſt. God, my mind 
- begloomed with horror, and terrors have drove to 
my feet; wrath has ſeemed to purſue me; Chriſt 
and comfort was gone; my fins, that had been 
long pardoned, came afreſh to my remembrance ; 
my heart was filled with hard thoughts of the Sa- 


viour, aud the devil 1. me; that Chriſt had 
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left me, was become my enemy, and, as a proof of 
it, he was now purſuing me with fire and ſword. 
But when the Lord appeared and delivered me, I 
then ſaw the bondage was from the law, not from 


the Saviour, and that it was the devil purſued me, 


not the Lord: I could ſee the difference between 
the tempter and my great Deliverer. And all this 
was communicated to my ſoul from the pulpit, 


| and that by the devil himſelf in a large wig and 


a long band. Chriſt calls the ſcribes, notwith- 
ſtanding their long robes, a generation of vipers; and 


ſays they were of their father the devil and his works 


they did, in binding grievous burdens on men's Soul- 
ders, which they never touched, though others la- 
boured hard under them. If Satan can get 
preachers to obſcure the goſpel and enforce 'the 
law, he knows the old vail will gather on the 
minds of the people; and when a man is blinded 
you may lead him any where; and he ſhall never 
know the want of a leader while Satan can furniſh 
the world with blind guides: for it is by theſe men 
that he leads them into the ditch. Such preach- 
ing drives many poor diſtreſſed ſouls from all re- 
ligion; they hear of nothing but wrath and duty: 
and the more they labour the worſe they get, and 
then they ſhake off all, and are glad to get out ſo; 
and fuch become the greateſt enemies to religion 
afterwards : and the inſtruments of all this miſchief 


gre legal preachers—for without Chriſt man can do 
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nothing, John xv. g. it is looking to Jeſus that 
enlightens us; abiding in the cleft of the rock that 
ſhelters us from Satan's rage. Souls flying here are 
compared to doves flying to their windows, where 
they are ſure of light; but going to the law ig go- 
Tag to blackneſs, and darkneſs, and tempeſt, and to the 
burning fire, Heb. xii. 18. which purſues the fin- 
ner. Satan is not diſpleaſed at men's drefling up 
the law, calling it the believer's rule of life, the 
law of love, the law of kindneſs, &c. He knows 
the law is the ſnares of death, that has entangled 


all the prey which that artful fowler has caught, 


This law is the ſinner's adverſary that entangles 
him in his fin, and delivers him to the judge ; and the 


Juſt judge delivers him by the lat to the tormentor, 


Matt. xvii. 34. Are there ſouls in hell >—1t was 
the law that caſt them, condemned them, and 
fixed them there. Are they holden with the' cords 
of their fin ?—the ſtrength of thoſe cords is the law, 
1 Cor, xv. 56. Are they under the curſe? then 
they are under the law, Gal. iii. 10. Are they under 
the dominion of eternal death ?—they received it 
from the law, which is the miniſtration of ' death, 
2 Cor. iii 7. Are their ſouls boiling with deſpe- 


rate indignation againſt God ?—the motions of ſin 


are by the law. Are they under the wrath of God? 
ie law worketh that wrath, Rom. iv. 15. Are 


they in utter darkneſs ?—it came from the law, 
obich is blackneſs and darkneſs, Heb. xi. 18. Are 


* in bell. Are ?—they motives it from the fiery 
_ Haw, 
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law, Deut. xxxiii. 2. Can they never come out 
of the bottomieſs pit the immutable ſentence of 
the law is the gulf fixed; let the law be repealed, 
and nothing can detain the priſoner : but nut @ jet 
or tittle of that law can fail, therefore no jail- de- 
| e, can ever take place; what God dotb, it 
is done for ever. The devil has not a greater friend 
in this world than a blind legal preacher ; nor the 
children of God a greater enemy. I have ſorely 
felt the effects of ſuch a miniſtry ; and I know where 
ſuch miniſters are better than they do themſelyes, 
Thoſe that are ſpiritual, ſays Paul, judge all things, 
but themſelves are judged of no man, 1 Cor. ii. 15, 
If the covenant of grace does not afford the be- 
liever a rule of life, it muſt be very deficient ; hows 
ever, Paul could bring a rule from thence ſufficienc 
for the believer to live by, walk by, worſhip. by, 
and converſe by. God's ſovereign will is man's 
rule ; and to the ſaints God makes known the wftery 
of his will according to his goad pleaſure, Eph. i. 9. 
which runs thus—This is the will of him that fent 
me, that every one which ſeeth the Son, and believeth 
on him, may have everlaſting life : and I will raiſe 
bim up at the laſt day, John vi. 40. This myſtery 
is called, by way of diſtin&ion from the law, 
God's 690DW1LL 70wards men, which brings. peace 
upon earth, and glory 10 God in the higheſt, Luke ii. 
14. it is che goodwill of him that dwelt in the buſh, 
D. HELM, 16, when this is revealed to. men's 
hearts 


% 
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hearts by the Holy Ghoſt it is called the myſtery 
of faith in a pure conſcience, 1 Tim. iii. 9. and this 
is the ſaints all-ſufficient rule; by faith the juſt 
man is to live; by faith, and not by fight, is the 
juſt man to walk ; in the Spirit, not in the letter, 
is the juſt man to ſerve; in ſpirit and in truth is 
the juſt man to worſhip : he that is faithful unto 
death ſhall have the crown of life ; the end of faith 
is the /alvation of the foul. Let the law be what it 
may, and aim at what it pleaſeth, the end of the 
commandment is charity out of a pure heart, of a good. 
conſcience, and of faith unfeigned, 1 Tim. i. 5. he that 
ſwerves from this turns aſide to vain jangling ; 
knows not what he fays, nor whereof he affirms, 

1 Tim. i. 6. God tells us to hold faith and a good 
conſcience, which ſome having put atvay, concerning faith 
have made ſhiproreck, 1 Tim. i. 19. Let men bring 
what rules they pleaſe from the law); let them drive 
their flocks with that ſtorm as much as they can; 

I know the real believer, though he be not ro make 
haſte, in one ſenſe, will haſten his eſcape from that 

\.  Pormy wind and tempeſt, for he knows that whatſo- 
ever is not a fruit of the Spirit is a work of the fleſh; 
whatſoever ſervice be performed, if not done un- 

der the influence of the Spirit of life, it is a dead 
work ; and if not done in faith it is fin; for what- 
ever is not of faith is fin—for without faith it is in- 

| Poſſible to pleaſe God. We read of miniſters of the 
Spirit and of miniſters of the letter; and if there be 
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any ſuch things as miniſters, and a miniſtration of 
the Spirit, I think theſe things belong to that mi- 
niſtration, and to preach them is doing the work 
of an evangeliſt, and nn full proof of the goſ- 
pel miniſtry, 

No man ever heard me ſay or hint a ſyllable 
againſt the goodneſs of the law; the law is good, and 
it works death in us by that which is good, Rom. vii. 
13. I ſuppoſe no nation hath more wholeſome 
laws than this; and I believe no nation under hea- 
ven of its fize ſends more criminals out of the 
world by a halter. There are heathen nations 
deſtitute of ſuch wholeſome laws that do not exe- 
cute half the number of felons that we do. Be ſo 
kind, Sir, as to fend me word what the law re- 
quires that this better teſtament does not furniſh 
a believer with; when the imperfection or defi. 
ciency of this law of the Spirit is made to appear, 
we ſhall be able to juſtify the conduct of thoſe 
who ſend numbers that have begun in the Spirit 
to the law to be made perfect by the fleſh. This 
muſt be done, or elſe we ſhalkconclude that this 
doctrine, of allowing the believer no rule of life 
but the law, is no better, in the language of the 
Holy Ghoſt, than withcraft. O, fooliſh Galatians, 
who hath BEW IT SHE D you, that you ſhould not obey 
the truth ! This only would I learn of you, Received ye the 
Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing 
1 Are ye ſo fools having * in the 1 8850 
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are ye now made perfect by the fleſh? Gal. iii. 1, 2, 3. 
theſe people did not intend to give up the Saviour, 
they were only going to help him; they did not 
intend to caſt off the Spirit, they were only going 
to perfect that which was lacking in his work; they 
had begun in the Spirit, and were going to, the law 
to be made perfect. Ah! ſays Paul, the law be. 
longs to the children of the fleſh ; to them it ſpeaks; 
the works of it are the works of the fleſh. Your 
perfection from thence will be only perfection in 
the fleſh, and where you go for perfection there 
you muſt go for righteouſneſs. Chriſt is our righ- 
reonſueſs and ſanctißcution too—go to the law for one, 
and you muſt go the law alſo for the other; by 
going for perfection there that yoke will entangle 
you again, and bring you into bondage. God 
makes us perfect by the Spirit, which unites to and 
makes us one with Chriſt, in 2 zoe are complete. 
Theſe poor ſouls were going to be circumciſed, 
and take the law on them as a rule of life, in order 
to perfect the Spirit's work. Theſe preachers, 
Paul ſays, bewitched them, zealouſly affected them; 
yea, they would have excluded them from Chriſt, 
that they might affect them: ye are fallen from 
grace, ſays Paul, Chrift ſhall profit you nothing. 
Peter on the mount of transfiguration did not 
intend to exclude the Saviour when he ſaid - Let 1 
build three tabernacles; one for thee, one for Mofe 5, and 
one ch Elias ; which when Moſes and Elias heard, | 
5: Vit „ | oy 
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they withdrew, as all good ſervants ought to Wy 
And there came à voice out of the cloud, ſaying, This is 
my beloved Son, hear him. Moſes reſigned his office 
to the Mediator of the better teſtament, who is the 
end of the law for righteouſneſs, ro whom Moſes 
had borne witneſs. And Elias withdrew alſo, and 
left the Saviour in his prophetic office, as that 
great prophet to whom all the prophets gave 
witneſs; and I believe that Jeſus is (inthe higheſt 
| ſenſe) that Elias that was for to come. And it is 
ſaid that, ſuddenly, when the diſciples had looked 
round about, that is, after Moſes and Elias, zhey 
ſaw no man any more ſave Jeſus only with themſelves, 
Mark ix. 4, 5, 6.8. and he is ſufficient ; and it is a 
thouſand pities that we have ſo many in our days 
who are fetching Moſes in again ; but they will get 
neither peace nor good works from him, but. ra- 
ther confuſion. The maſter and the ſervant muſt, 
not be coupled together; they are not co-maſters, 
co-rulers, co-yokers, co-mediators, co-builders, 
co-lawgivers, co-huſbands, nor co-ſovereigns. The 
law was given by Moſes, but grace and truth came by 
Feſus Chriſt. There are ſeveral of our preſent di- 
vines who, notwithſtanding their zeal for Moſes, 
and defire to copy after him, do not at all imi- 
tate him in this point; he kept the bleſſing of 
Abraham and the curſe of the bond-woman apart; 
he pointed out two different mountains for the 
bleſſing and the curſe; and different men were 
| . named 
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named and appointed for each work ; theſe were 
typical of miniſters of the Spirit, and thoſe of the 
letter; Simeon, Levi, Fudah, Tſſachar, Joſeph, and Ben- 
jamin, ſhall ſtand on mount Gerizim to bleſs ; and Reu- 
ben, Gad, "Aſher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali, ſhall 
fland on mount Abel to curſe, Deut. xxvil. 12. 13. 
Zion and Sinai muſt be kept apart; they are two 


different mountains, and two different cities are 


founded on them; for this Agar is mount Sinai in 
Arabia, and anſevereth to JERUSALEM which now is, 
and is in bondage with her children, Gal. iv. 2 5. and wo 
be to that man that is found a citizen of this bond 
city in the great day ! Tyre, Nineveb, Babylon the 
literal, and Babylon the myſtical, may one day un- 
derſtand the awful allegory, when they will be 
found to belong to e city of deſtrufiion, Iſa. xix. 18, 
But God hath built his city on the mountain of 
eternal election, he hath laid his everlaſting foun- 
dation there „ his foundation is in that holy mountain, 
and he loveth the gates of Lion more than all the dwelt- 
ings of Facob, Pſalm xxxvii. 2. God hath founded 
this city himſelf, and the poor of his people ſhall 
truſt in it, Iſaiah xiv. 32. He hath appointed ſalva- 
tien to be her walls and bulwarks; he is known in 
. her palaces for a refuge; his dwelling- place is in 
Zion; he hath choſen hier, ſhe is to be his reft for euer: 
here will he dwell ; for he hes defired it. He will abun- 
* gantly bleſs her proviſion and ſatisfy her poor with. 
| bread; he will clothe her priefts with Jer and her 
| ſaints 
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faints ſhall ſhout aloud for Joy, Pſal. cxxxii. 13, 14, 


15. It was this city that Abraham and Iſaac had 


in view; they kept it in the eye of their faith, and 


it made them forget their own country and their native 


home ; they ſought a city that hath foundati ons, whoſe 
maker and builder is God, Heb. xi. 10. Upon mount 
Zion God hath commanded the bleſſing, even life for ever- 


more, cxxxiii. 3. To this mountain Jacob looked 


when he was on his death-bed, and knew that 
God's eternal love was the bounds of this city, 
and that all his bleſſings came from thence. The 
bleſſings of thy father have prevailed above the bleſſings 


of my progenitors, even to the utmoſt bound of the cuer- 


laſting hills, Gen. xlix.. 26. This 1s Solomon's /itile 
city with few men in it, which the great king came 10 
befiege with great bulzwarks, which the poor wiſe man 
by bis wiſdom delivered, who is ſo little regarded for 
tis great deliverance, Eccl. ix, 14, 15, 16. This is 


the only city of refuge under the goſpel ; and it is 
near to flee into, and it is a little one; but God will neuer 


 deflroy it, nor the lot of his inheritance who become 
citizens of it. 

In vain men grope in the wilderneſs to find it, 
and all religion is vain that doth not bring men 

to it—The labour of the fooliſh wearieth every one of 

them, becauſe he knoweth not how to go to the city, 


Eccl. x. 15. It is on the holy hill of Zion that God 
has ſet his xing; and the daughters of Zion are to go 


forth 5 behold their King Solomon, whom Zion their 
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mater crowned in the day of his e pouſals, and in the 


day of the gladneſs of his heart, Song iii. 11. This is 


the city of the great King, of which ſuch glorious 


things are ſpoken; it is beautiful for fituation, being 
built upon the Rock of ages; encompaſſed with a 


mountain of braſs, Zech. vi. 1. A city ſet on a hill 
tat can never be hid, Matt. v. 14. and is the joy 


of the whole earth ; for God is known in her palaces for 


a refuge, Pſalm xlvi. 3. he hath redeemed her with 
judgment, and her converts with righteouſneſs; and 
cut of Zion the perfection of beauty God hath ſhined, 
Pſalm l. 2. It is his own metropolitan; it is the 


city f the great King: this mountain brings peace to 
the people, and the little hills (obtain it by faith in 
an imputed) righteouſneſs, Pſalm Ixxii. 3. The river 
of life, and all its ftreams of comfort, are to make glad 
this city of God, Pſalm xlvi. 4. divine ſingers and 


all celeſtial muſicians ſhall be there; all God's ſprings 


of love, merey, and peace are in her, Pſalm Ixxxvii. 
of love, merey, and p er, | 
7. and every faint of God, whether a native of 


Raab, Babylon, Tyre, or Ethiopia, ſhall be born in 


her ; this and that man ſhall be born there, Pal. Ixxxvil. 
4, 5. 6, As ſoon as Zion travels Jhe brings forth, and | 
of her vomb ſhall a nation be born at once: of the 


breaſts of her conſolations ſhall every babe of grace 
fuck, and upon her knees ſhall every child of God be 


dandled; for God hatly extended peace to ber bike a 
river, and ee © as an r overflowing Arcam. 
3 Zion s 
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Zion's laws are in the heart of Zion's King; the 
law of faith, the perfect law: of liberty; and the lau 
of the Spirit of life, go forth from hence: out of Zion 
ſhall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jeruſalem, Iſaiah ii. 3. And as for them that fay, 
Let us break their bonds aſunder, and caſt their cords 
from us—he that dwells in heaven ſhall laugh, and 
have them in derifion. The throne of grace is in 
Zion—whoſoever ſhall call on the name of the Lord 
ſhall be delivered ; for in mount Zion ſhall be deliverance, 
as the Lord hath ſaid, and in the remnant whom the 
Lord ſhall call, Joel ii. 32. This is our comfort, 
that God will never depart from this city ; for the 
name of the city from that day ſhall be, the Lord is 
there, Ezek. xlvii. 35. from this City God ſends help 
to his people; they are ſtrengthened out of Zion: and 
tit is againſt this city that all our blind legal 
watchmen are levelling their vain janglings; but 
_ all that fight againſt mount Zion and her munition, and 
all that diſtreſs her, ſhall be as the dream of a night 
lan, Iſaiah xxix. 7. The Higheſt himſelf ſhall 
eſtabliſh her; God ſhall help her, and that right early] 
ſhe ſhall never be moved ; not one of her flakes ſhall 
ever be removed, nor any of her cords ever be broken, 
Iſaiah xxxiii. 20. This city ſhall be let down out of 
heaven at the final conflagration, and ſhall be at the 
right hand of the King when he makes all things new, 
Rev. xxi. 2. 5. and all that compaſs about this be- 
loved city fire ſhall come duum from Ged out of heaven 
| 8 aud 
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and devour them, Rev. xx. 9. To mount Zion, thy 
city of the living God, the heavenly Ferujalem, are all 
the ſaints to be brought ; here are the mnumerable com- 
pany of angels : this is the general aſſembly and church 
of the firſt-born, which are written in heaven; here 
is God the judge of all, and here are the ſpirits of 
juſt men made perfect; here is Jeſus, the mediator of 
. the new covenant, and the blood of ſprinkling, that 
ſpeaketh better things than that of Abe! ; and what 
would the believer have more? See that ye refuſe , 
not him that ſpeaketh, Heb. xii. 22, 23, 24, 25, 
It is out of Zion the Deliverer ſhall come to the Jews 
when he appears to turn away ungodlineſs from Ja- 
cob, Rom. xi. 26. Bleſſed are thoſe ambaſſadors 
who ſtick by this city, eſpecially when ſhe'1s as ſhe 
is now, Low in 4 LOW PLACE : bleſſed are they that 
fow befide all waters, that ſend forth thither the feet ' 
of the ox and the aſs, Iſaiah xxxii. 19, 20. O Zion, 
if my pocket did but ſpring as faſt as my heart, I 
could write a volume upon thee; thou art almoſt 
hid by the ſmoke of Sinai: ſurely thoſe that de- 
ſpiſe thee know not the thoughts of the Lord; and 
' thoſe that depart from thee ſhall never divide the 
ſpoil. They never could enjoy the freedom and 
privileges of this city ; they never could be within 
her was; they were only ſpies that came to 
count her towers, obſerve her palaces, and mark 
her bulwarks; and are haſtening away, having rob- 
bed her ambaſſadors of the name EvAaNGELIST, 


# which belongs to Zion's watchmen and no others; 
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ard can be no more applicable to a miniſter of the 
letter than the word grace would be to one of the 
dukes of Edeom. However, God calls them in his 
word by other names; ſuch as vain janglers, ſub- 
verters of his people, tempters of God, bewitchers 
of his ſaints, authors of ſhiptzoreck, zealous affetters 
but not well, excluders from Chriſt, perverters of 
truth, /pies that come in to ſee the liberty of his 
children, and bring them into bondage; inkling 
cymbals ; and declares that if an angel from hea- 
ven preach any other goſpel than that which bis ſer« © 
« vant Paul preached, let him be accurſed, Gal. i. 9. 
As to the ſecret laſhes that theſe gentlemen have 
given me, is little grief to me; I know that God 
the Saviour revealed this doctrine to my foul, and 
J defy either Bil or dale, ſcot or lot, parſons or 
parſon- makers, groves or avenues, wills or muſſels, 
wills or teftaments, kinſmen or uncles, towers or 
caſtles, backs or bellies, knights or days, watts or 
whims, to prove that God's word points out either 
LAW or RULE that mount Zion doth not furniſh 
' the believer with. Zion's King ſends the rod of bis 
 frength from bence, his kingdom ftands not in word 
but in power, in righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt , for be that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt 
is acceptable to God, and approved of men, Rom. xiv. 
17. 18, 1.97 ; 
No man can couple theſe two mounts together; 
and he that is a ſtranger to the ſentence and wrath 
of the one is a ſtranger to the feaſts and joys" of 
the other; ſuch never publiſh their converſion, nor 
| £ tei 
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their call to the miniſtry ; and it is beſt not, for 
any diſcerning Chriſtian may eaſily perceive that 
they are ſtrangers to both. I doubt not but men 
may learn ſome of theſe things notionally, and 
preach them ; but what know they of theſe things? 
What know they of the terrors of God, the law of 
faith, the law of the Spirit of life, of the dominion 
of grace, union with Chriſt, and liberty by the 
Spirit? To plunder and preach theſe things with. 
out an experience of them in the heart, is only a, 
parable in the mouth of fools, © I did not ſo learn 
theſe things, nor did I find them in any authors; 
for the few that J have read, whether they were 
called Antinomians, or whether they were mint 
ſters of the letter, which now a-days are called 
_ evangeliſts, neither of them pleaſed nor inſtructed 
me; for thoſe called Antinomians ſeemed to have 
no experience, and thoſe who pretended to be evan- 
geliſts ſeemed to have as little underſtanding: 
this I know, that while I ſuffered the terrors f 
Sinai I was diſtracted, and when I was brought to | 
Zion I was clothed and in my right mind. I did 
intend to have ſent out a Riddle at the end of this; 
but, as it {wells too big for the pockets of many of f 
my friends, muſt poſtpone that till another oppor- 


tunity. 9 ; 
F A 


2 Juſi Publiſhed, 5 the ſame Author, 
The Way and the Fare of a Wayfairing Man.“ 
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